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ARTIFICIAL  REARING  OF  POULTRY 

KniTon's  NoTK:  Luoklne  over  some  old  reports  of  the  Massaclni- 
Betts  Hoard  of  Agriculture  I  came  across  an  address  on  the  "Arti- 
ficial licarlne  of  Poultry,"  given  by  James  Rankin,  of  South  li.iston, 
recently  diseased,  at  the  annual  nieetlntr  of  the  Board  In  December, 
1885.  As  this  seemed  to  me  the  most  Interestlns  of  the  several  stories 
of  his  experience  written  by  Mr.  Kankln  I  will  reprint  it  in  full: 

MI\.    PltKSIDKNT    AND    GkXTI.KMEX    OF    TIIK  BoARD, 
AND  BiWTIIKR  FARMKIts; 

I  feel  glad  to  meet  you  here  today ;  the  more  so 
aa  I  know  the  interest  which  1  represent  is  of  the  most 
vital  importance  to  every 
New  llngland  farmer.  We 
are  all  more  or  less  ac- 
quainted with  the  great 
dairying  interests  of  the 
country  and  the  relative 
profits  derived  therefrom; 
of  the  vast  quantities  of 
beef  and  pork  product ;  of 
the  enormous  crops  of  cot- 
ton, wheat,  and  corn;  of 
the  immense  capital  in- 
volved in  the  manufactur- 
ing departments  of  the 
country.  But  few  of  us 
have  ever  dreamed  (until 
within  a  year  or  two)  that 
the  poultry  interest  of  the 
country  in  magnitude  ex- 
ceeds either  of  the  above 
productions.  The  poultry 
business  has  always  had 
wonderful  attractions  for 
me.  From  the  gathering 
of  the  eggs  and  the  caring 
for  a  few  broods  of  chicks 
during  early  boyhood,  to 
hatching  and  rearing  fowls 
artificially  by  the  thous- 
ands in  maturer  years,  it 
has  always  been  a  source  of 
pleasure  as  well  as  profit. 
I  can  truly  say  that  the 
fever  has  never  abated  with 
me.  Failure  only  made  me 
more  anxious  to  try  again, 
being  careful  never  to  re- 
peat the  same  mistake. 
During  the  last  fifteen  years 
the  artificial  process  has 
been  particularly  fascinat- 
ing to  me;  watching  the 
rapid  development  of  the 
germ  in  the  egg,  the  grad- 
ual increase  of  circulation 
and  heat  in  the  embryo 
chick  until  it  bursta  the 
shell  —  a  perfect  thing.  I 
propose  to  give  you  a  de- 
tailed account  of  my  six- 
teen years'  experience  in  artificial  poultry  growing, 
with  the  relative  profits  derived,  aa  compared  with  the 
natural  method.  I  have  found  it  one  thing,  however, 
to  grow  poultry  successfully  and  profitably  on  one's 
own  premises  at  home,  but  <|uite  another  to  intelligently 
represent  it,  so  that  otliers  can  go  and  do  likewise. 

The  first  twenty  years  of  my  poultry  experience  was 
confined  to  the  natural  method,  using  hens  alone.  The 
next  ten  years  hens  and  incubators  were  nsod  aide  by 


side  in  the  same  building.  The  first  part  of  that  decaile 
the  hens  were  victorious  —  biddy  coming  out  ahead 
every  time;  the  latter  part  of  the  time  mentioned,  the 
machines  took  the  lead  and  kept  it.  For  the  past  six 
years  machines  have  been  used  exclusively,  the  hens 
being  kept  entirely  for  egg  production.  My  own  experi- 
ence has  taught  me  that  in  growing  poultry  artificially, 
a  yearly  profit  of  lOOfv  can  be  easily  made  on  all  capital 
invested  in  the  shape  of  buildings,  machinery,  stock,  etc. 


Pekin  Ducks 

TAy  First  Experience  With  Incubators 
The  Old  Way.—  Setting  Hens.—  Tending  the  Ma- 
chine.—  Disastrous  Results. 

In  the  year  IWs  quite  an  excitement  was  created  in 
poultry  circles,  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  by  the  intro- 
duction of  an  incubator,  the  manufacturer  of  which 
claime<l  that  it  not  only  hatched  as  well,  or  l)etter,  tlian 
hens,  but  that  it  regidated  ita  own  heat,  re<|uire<l  little 
or  no  care  and  attention,  and  could  be  easily  operated 


without  in  any  way  interfering  with  one's  regular 
business. 

Now  this  was  just  what  I  had  been  looking  for.  I 
had  been  engaged  in  growing  poultry  from  boyhood,  and 
at  the  time  spoken  of  had  gotten  the  fever  badly.  For 
some  ten  years  previous  I  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
getting  out  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  chicks  and 
ducks  during  the  spring  months  of  each  year,  by  the 
old  hen  process,  and  it  had  not  always  proved  satis- 
factory. For,  though  I 
could  always  find  a  ready 
market  for  early  spring 
chicks  at  from  sixty  to  sev- 
enty-five cents  per  pound 
at  the  club  houses  and  iirst 
class  hotels  in  Boston,  I 
could  not  always  induce 
biddy  to  commence  busi- 
ness in  time  to  furnish 
them.  She  was  carefully 
fed ;  fancy  nests  were  fixed 
up  in  the  nooks  and  cor- 
ners and  filled  with  por- 
celain eggs;  in  fact,  every 
facility  was  alibrded  her, 
as  an  inducement  to  begin, 
but  with  only  partial  suc- 
cess. 

Then,  again,  during  the 
months  of  May  and  June, 
when  we  wished  to  retire 
from  business,  the  nests 
were  invariably  filled  with 
persistent  sitters.  There 
was  a  constant  battle,  with 
water  barrels,  red  rags,  sol- 
itary confinement  on  the 
one  side,  and  persistent 
obstinacy  on  the  other.  I 
did  not  then  know  that  the 
introduction  of  a  vigorous 
young  cock  among  a  yard 
of  sitters,  with  plenty  of 
foo<l  and  exercise,  was  far 
more  effective  in  inducing 
a  change  of  mind  than 
more  vigorous  treatment  — 
cold  baths  and  signals  in- 
cluded. 

This  machine  was  going 
to  relieve  me  from  all  fur- 
ther trouble,  and  hatch 
out  the  chicks  just  when 
they  were  the  most  valu- 
able. I  visited  Boston  and 
saw  the  machines  in  opera- 
tion. The  eggs  were  taken 
out  and  broken  at  different 
stages  of  development. 
Everything  appeared  to  be  satisfactory.  A  five  hun- 
dred egg  machine  was  purchased,  taken  home  and  set 
up,  and  in  due  time  filled  with  eggs,  precaution  being 
taken  to  set  fifteen  or  twenty  hens  at  the  same  time. 
These  hens  were  intended  to  accommodate  the  machine 
chicks  in  addition  to  their  own.  The  machine  was  a 
very  expensive  one,  and  it  had,  at  least,  two  good 
qualities:  It  was  most  thoroughly  built  in  every  part, 
and  could  generate  all  the  heat  needed  to  incubate  eggs 
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in  a  temperature  below  freezing  point.  I  s^on  found, 
however,  that  the  difficulty  did  not  consist  so  much  in 
generating  the  heat  as  in  controlling  it.  The  regulating 
apparatus  consisted  of  a  glass  syphon,  some  two  feet 
long,  filled  partly  with  alcohol  and  partly  with  mercury; 
the  alcohol  being  inside  of  the  machine  and  the  mercury 
outside.  In  this  mercury  was  inserted  a  wired  cork. 
The  heat  was  expected  to  expand  the  alcohol,  force  up 
the  mercury,  and  raise  the  cork.  Now,  as  this  cork  was 
attached  by  a  email  wire  to  the  ventilator,  and  by  a 
second  wire  to  a  cut-ofF  on  the  lamp,  and  worked  simul- 
taneously on  both,  the  least  expansion  or  contraction  of 
the  alcohol  by  heat  or  cold  was  expected  to  control  the 
heat  in  the  egg  chamber.  But  as,  unfortunately,  the 
alcohol  was  placed  in  the  extreme  bottom  of  the  ma- 
chine, where  there  was  the  least  heat,  and  the  eggs  in 
the  top,  where  there  was  the  most  heat,  so  that,  as  the 
heat  increased,  the  eggs  got  the  benefit  of  it  first  and 
the  liquor  afterwards,  the  damage  was  done  before  the 
remedy  was  provided. 

I  wrote  to  the  manufacturer,  stating  the  difficulty. 
He  assured  me  that  the  machine  was  all  right,  and  that 
the  trouble  was  in  me  and  entirely  the  result  of  my  own 
ignorance  and  inexperience,  and  that  I  would  soon  get 
the  hang  of  it.  This  was  not  consoling,  but  I  resolved 
that  if  there  was  any  virtue  in  persistency  I  would 
succeed. 

I  will  here  digress  enough  to  say  that  a  course  of 
twelve  years  with  that  machine  did  not  give  me  experi- 
ence enough  to  run  it  without  the  regular  nightly  visita- 
tions.   The  thing  sat 

like  an  incubus  on  my       ,  _  .   

shoulders,  and  during 
the  four  m  o  n  t  h  s  of 
each  year  I  never 
knew  the  luxury  of 
sleeping  a  single  night 
without  being  obliged 
to  get  up,  dress,  and 
wend  my  way  to  that 
incubator  room,  often 
in  storms  or  wallowing 
through  snowbanks, 
Bometimea  with  the 
mercury  below  zero. 
But  I  did  not  flinch. 
I  resolved  that  if  fail- 
ure it  was,  it  would 
not  be  through  me. 

During  this  time  the 
20  hens  were  properly 
cared  for.  3Iy  habit 
was  to  take  off  the 
birds  during  the  ex- 
treme cold  weather  in 
tlie  warmest  part  of 
the  day;  and  during 
tlie  fifteen  minutes 
they  were  ofi'  feeaing 
and  dusting,  the  eggs 

were  carefully  covered  with  a  circular  piece  of  paper,  so 
that  when  the  birds  returned  to  the  nests,  the  eggs  had 
cooled  but  a  few  degrees.  At  the  end  of  twenty  days, 
there  was  a  great  chipping  and  chirping  under  the  hens, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  twenty-first  day,  more  than  two 
hundred  lively  Brahma  chicks  had  made  their  appear- 
ance; but  there  were  no  signs  of  life  in  the  machine.  I 
felt  much  discouraged  about  this,  because  experience 
had  often  taught  me  that  when  chicks  came  out  forty- 
eight  hours  behind  time  their  number  was  sure  to  be 
small  and  their  life  short.  During  the  twenty-second 
day  a  faint  chirping  was  heard,  and  a  few  eggs  pipped. 
At  the  close  of  the  tw^enty-third  day  about  thirty  chicks, 
with  my  assistance,  made  their  appearance;  without 
that,  they  never  would  have  seen  the  light  of  day. 
They  were  a  sorry  looking  set  at  best.  The  down  was 
plastered  to  their  bodies  by  a  sort  of  nuicilaginous 
secretion  from  the  eggs.  They  seemed  lifeless  and  debil- 
itated, and  when  consigned  to  the  old  hen,  kept  her  in 
a  constant  fever  with  their  sickly  plaints.  They  refused 
to  eat;  dropped  ofi'  one  by  one,  and  were  soon  a  thing- 
of  the  past.  All  this  time  their  natural  and  more  fa- 
vored brothers  were  doing  first  class  work,  as  far  as 
consumption  of  food  and  growth  were  concerned. 

Well,  my  first  attempt  at  artificial  incubation  had 
found  a  disastrous  failure.  Biddy  had  come  out  a  long 
way  ahead ;  and,  to  add  to  my  trouble,  my  neighbors, 
who  had  look  on  incredulously  from  the  first,  now  began 
to  console  me  with  the  old  refrain:  "  What  did  I  tell 
you?" 

By  the  way,  I  advise  everyone  who  intends  purchasing 
an  incubator  to  keep  it  a  profound  secret  from  his  neigh- 


bors. Call  the  thing  a  "cold  blast  refrigerator,"  or 
anything  you  please,  but  keep  the  neighbors  out  of  the 
way  until  you  have  a  good  hatch,  then  invite  them  in 
to  see  the  chicks  come  out.  If  you  happen  to  have  a 
poor  hatch,  and  they  should  find  it  out,  as  they  always 
will,  you  will  feel  like  whipping  somebody. 

My  courage,  though  somewhat  abated,  had  not  all 
oozed  out.  I  was  resolved  to  try  again,  yet  I  did  not 
see  how  I  could  improve  upon  what  I  had  done;  I  could 
get  neither  advice  nor  consolation  from  the  inventor. 
The  instructions  were  few  and  simple,  and  I  had  fol- 
lowed them  to  the  letter:  "Trim  your  lamps  once  and 
turn  your  eggs  twice  a  day.  Kun  your  machine  at  lii.">~. 
Change  your  trays  twice  eacli  day,  putting  your  lower 
ones  above  and  jour  upper  ones  lielow  each  time.  Be 
sure  and  cool  your  eggs  oft'  fifteen  minutes  each  day, 
taking  them  out  of  the  machine  to  do  it.  Keep  your 
evaporing  pans  full  of  water." 

My  machine  was  again  filled  with  eggs,  twenty-five 
dozen  more  were  consigned  to  the  care  of  brooding  hens 
at  the  same  time,  and  the  same  routine  carried  out  as 
before,  though  the  details  were,  if  possible,  more  care- 
fully observed  than  ever,  fn  the  meantime,  the  busi- 
ness was  conducted  in  the  natural  way  the  same  as  of 
yore.  Whenever  a  hen  became  broody  she  was  supplied 
with  eggs,  and  I  had  forty  or  fifty  sitters  constantly  at 
work.  In  due  time  the  hens  that  were  set  with  the 
machine  duplicated  their  former  hatch.  The  machine 
did  the  same  and  came  out  as  far  behind  as  ever. 

That  machine  was  filled  a  third  and  fourth  time  with 


General  View  of  Everlay  Farm,  Methuen,  Mass. 

no  better  success.  A  fifth  time  it  was  filled  with  duck 
eggs,  out  of  which  I  did  not  get  a  single  duck,  except 
two  or  three  which  I  picked  out,  and  those  died  at 
once;  while  my  hens  that  behaved  themselves  got  out 
an  average  of  eleven  ducks  out  of  every  twelve  eggs  in- 
trusted to  their  care. 

It  thus  was  an  open  rjuestion  in  my  mind  whether 
artificial  incubation  under  tlie  most  favorable  circum- 
stances could  be  made  a  success.  I  had  put  nearly  two 
hundred  dozen  eggs  through  that  machine.  Those  eggs 
were  worth,  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  fifty  cents  per 
dozen.  (That  was  the  price  I  obtained  for  them  the 
entire  winter  from  private  families  in  Boston,  they  pay- 
ing the  express). 

Out  of  that  two  hundred  dozen  eggs  I  had  got  out  less 
than  two  hundred  sorry  looking  chicks.  Those  chicks 
had  come  out  apparently  in  all  stages  of  development, 
and  in  every  conceivable  deforiiiity.  There  were  crooked 
legs,  twisted  bills,  humpbacks,  clump  feet.  Numbers 
came  out  with  the  digestive  organs  attached  on  behind, 
like  the  antennic  of  a  wasp,  outside  of  the  chick  instead 
of  inside,  where  they  ought  to  be.  One  in  particular 
introduced  himself  with  one  leg  below  and  the  other  on 
his  back  above,  both  so  attached  that  he  could  make 
use  of  neither.  Those  machine  chicks,  unlike  their 
natural  brothers,  had  a  strong  antipathy  to  locomotion ; 
activity  wa,s  their  aversion.  Iheir  general  aspect  was 
that  of  profound  meditation.  Their  favorite  attitude 
was  reclining  on  their  broadside.  They  were  bound  to 
shulHe  oft"  this  mortal  coil  at  all  hazards,  and  no  amount 
of  petting  or  coaxing  could  induce  them  to  reconsider 
their  decision. 


I  have  my  doubts  to-day  if  I  succeeded  in  maturing 
a  single  one  of  these  machine  chicks.  There  could  be  ' 
no  fault  with  the  eggs,  or  the  fowls  from  whence  they 
came.  In  an  experience  of  thirty  years  I  have  never 
had  so  highly  fertilized  eggs  during  the  winter  months 
as  during  these  trials;  fully  ^-fS'/o  were  fertile.  Hens 
that  behaved  themselves  came  out  with  broods  of  from 
ten  to  twelve  chicks,  and  sometimes  hatched  every  egg. 
On  May  1st,  in  summing  up  the  winter's  work,  the 
account  was  thus:  From  one  hundred  and  eighty  di  zen 
eggs  consigned  to  hens,  nearly  one  thousand  chicks  and 
two  hundred  and  eighty  ducklings.  From  two  hundred 
dozen  put  through  the  incubator,  0. 

During  this  time  I  had  done  some  thinking.  There 
was  plainly  a  cause,  or  causes,  for  these  failures.  It 
was  for  my  interest  to  discover  and  remove  them,  or  else 
throw  aside  the  machine  as  worthless,  which  I  was  m.t 
yet  prepared  to  do.  It  had  cost  too  mui  h  money  for 
that. 

There  was  one  thing  that  was  entirely  amiss.  Tiie 
machine  chicks  had  invariably  come  out  l)ehind  limp, 
and  yet  I  had  repeatedly  put  glasses  under  hens  to 
ascertain  the  temperature,  which  I  foimd  about  hC,\ 
and  then  run  the  machine  the  same.  But  I  found  thar. 
when  the  live  hundred  eggs  were  taken  out  of  the  vu  a- 
bator  and  cooled  off'  in  a  cold  room  for  fifteen  minutes, 
that  when  they  were  returned  to  the  machine,  there  was 
such  a  large  body  of  them  that  the  eggs  seemed  to  cool 
the  air  in  the  machine  instead  of  the  air  warming  the 
eggs;  so  much  so,  that  when  the  room  was  cold  it  was 

often  three,  and  everr 

  J       four,  hours  iiefoie  ilic 

eggs  reached  their  nor- 
mal heat.  Thus,  in  re- 
ality, I  had  been  run- 
ning at  a  temperature 
of  from  76  to  10:1  . 

How-  had  biddy  f>een 
running?  I  would  fin<l 
out  about  that.   A  hen 
^  was  taken  oft'  the  nest 

■Hb,  for  fifteen  iiiiiintes  and 

^^'4^'  then  returned;  when 

finally  settled  down  a 
glass  was  carefully 
Sj!      M  ^       placed  uniier  her.  In 

Jl      "  I       twenty  minutes  those 

eggs,  brought  into  im- 
mediaie  contact  \\iih 
the  rapidly  pulsating 
arteries  of   the  hen's 
body,    were  back  to 
their  normal  heal  of 
10:;°.    Here  was  the 
solution  of  the  didi- 
culty,  and  yet  my  in- 
 ^         _    structions  were  imper- 
ative to  cool  the  eggs 
fifteen   urinutes  each 
day.   But  I  found  that 
cooling  the  eggs  fifteen  minutes  with  the  room  at  a 
temperature  of  40    did  as  much  execution  as  cooling 
them  fifty  minutes  with  the  room  at  a  temperature  of 
SO"'.    Evidently  things  were  mixed  at  head  (juarters. 

It  now  occurred  to  me  that,  though  cooling  od'  tlie 
eggs  might  be  a  necessity  to  the  old  hen,  it  might  not 
be  at  all  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  einl)ryo  chick. 
Nothing  easier  than  to  find  out.  I  would  nrn  an  expe- 
rimental machine  for  the  purpose  and  settle  the  thing 
once  for  all. 

I  procured  three  paper  box  covers,  perforated  the 
bottom  with  holes,  and  placed  them  in  the  machine  in 
the  center  of  the  drawers,  with  a  dozen  eggs  in  each. 

One  box  of  these  eggs  was  taken  out  daily  and  cooled 
to  the  usual  temperature.  Another  was  taken  out  and 
cooled  while  trimming  the  lamp,  about  three  minutes. 
The  other  box  was  not  taken  out  during  the  hatch,  the 
eggs  being  turned  in  the  machine.  The  retnit  of  that 
experiment  was  six  chicks  from  the  box  of  cooled  eggs, 
and  dead  chicks  in  the  other  six  eggs  in  all  stages  0 
development. 

The  box  taken  out  for  a  moment  or  two  hatched  te^ 
chicks,  and  two  died  in  tlie  shell.  From  the  box  tha 
was  not  moved  I  took  eleven  lively  chii'ks,  the  remain 
ing  egg  being  infertile.  Those  eleven  chicks  came  ou 
with  that  line  yellow  tinge  which  characterizes  yoi» 
healthy  Brahma  chick  hatched  in  the  natural  way. 

To  say  that  I  felt  relieved  does  not  express  it.  I  w" 
jubilant.  I  even  went  so  far  as  to  tell  some  of  mf 
loquacious  neighbors  that  they  would  see  a  thing  or  two 
when  the  next  season  opened. 

(To  hf  Con  tinned) 
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WHY  I  GAVE  UP  ASIATIC  AND  AMERICAN 
BREEDS  AND  SPECIALIZE  IN  WHITE 
LEGHORNS 

James  H.  Lord,  Everlay  Poultry  Farm,  Methuen,  Mass. 

I HAVE  been  keeping  poultry  for  over  twenty-two 
years,  and  for  fifteen  years  of  this  period  I  handled 
nothing  but  the  Asiatic  and  American  varieties.  To- 
day I  am  an  exclusive  breeder  of  the  Single  Comb  White 
Leghorn.  For  the  first  ten  years  of  my  poultry  experi- 
ence I  never  for  a  moment  considered  the  merits  of  the 
smaller  breeds.  Later  on  I  took  a  broader  view  of  the 
poultry  business,  and  was  willing  to  at  least  give  every 
breed  serious  consideration. 

For  a  number  of  years  I  owned  and  operated  a  large 
poultry  farm  in  Andover,  Mass. ,  and  at  that  time  our 
plant  was  slocked  with  White  and  Barred  Kocks,  and 
Rhode  Island  Keds.  Eventually,  I  was  obliged  to  sell 
the  farm  and  retire  from  the  poultry  business.  I  did  not 
have  to  assign  or  go  into  bankruptcy,  yet  I  felt  sure  that 
that  was  what  I  was  heading  for  if  the  business  was  con- 
tinued. 

At  that  time  I  traveled  more  or  less  throughout  the 
New  England  states,  and  the  only  poultry  farms  that  I 
could  find  that  were  able  to  exist  on  their  own  merits 
were  the  ones  that  had  a  good  trade  in  fancy  stock  at 
high  prices.  Numbers  of  farms  were  apparently  success- 
ful, but  on  closer  observation  I  always  found  that  the 
proprietor  was  independent  of  the  profits  derived  from 
the  business.  Other  poultry  plants  were  simply  existing 
or  on  the  way  to  bankruptcy.  Anyone  who  has  lived 
in  New  I'',nglantl  for  the  past  twenty-five  years,  and  has 
been  observant  of  the  poultry  business,  will  find  this 
statement  correct.  My  poultry  farm  was  stocked, 
equipped,  and  later  carried  on  from  capital  earned  in 
another  business.  When  I  severed  my  connections  from 
all  other  sources  of  income  except  the  poultry  business, 
I  ran  down  hill  very  fast,  and  in  a  short  time  I  knew  I 
should  strike  bottom  with  no  hope  of  recovery,  hence  it 
was  up  to  me  to  make  a  change  as  expedient  as  possi- 
ble, which  I  did. 

H"or  several  years  I  was  out  of  the  jioultry  business 
and  again  began  to  accumulate  capital.  I  always  had 
the  feeling,  like  thousands  of  others,  that  there  was 
money  to  be  made  in  the  poultry  business.  During  this 
period  of  rest  from  actual  operations  I  had  lots  of  time 
to  think  and  plan  future  ventures.  Witii  my  past  ex- 
perience I  felt  that  I  was  well  equipped  to  take  another 
chance  at  this  business.  This  I  did,  and  stocked  up 
with  Single  Comb  White  Legiiorns  as  my  main  business. 
1  reached  the  conclusion  that  White  Leghorns  were  the 
one  profitable  breed  on  their  own  merits.  These  results 
were  reached  from  observations  other  than  in  New  Eng- 
land. White  Leghorn  farms  were  in  existence  when  I 
was  busy  making  a  failure  of  the  bigger  breeds,  and  a 
great  many  of  them  are  still  doing  business  at  the  old 
stand.  The  reason  for  this  became  apparent  to  me, — 
larger  income,  less  expense.  This  looked  like  a  winning 
combination  to  me,  and  from  the  day  I  made  my  decision 
I  have  never  regretted  it,  and  I  feel  sure  that  it  is  the 
safest  proposition  for  any  poor  man  to  embrace. 


To  absolutely  prove  to  my  own  satisfaction  that  White 
Leghorns  were  the  most  economical  producers  of  actual 
profits,  I  experimented  with  several  combinations  of 
fowl,  and  at  the  time  kept  careful  records  of  the  actual 
cost  of  production,  together  with  the  actual  income. 
Ninety  per  cent  of  our  stock  was  White  Leghorns ;  the 
other  ten  per  cent  was  Brahmas,  representing  the  large.st 
of  the  dirterent  breeds;  White  Hocks  as  a  medium, 
heavy  breed,  and  Columbian  Wyandottes,  representing 
a  smaller,  medium  breed.  For  three  years  I  kept  sev- 
eral pens  of  these  birds,  and  also  we  made  a  cross  of 
White  Indian  (  Jame  with  Light  Brahmas,  and  again 
made  a  cross  from  this  progeny  with  White  Rocks.  All 
this  data  has  been  destroyed,  except  that  we  have  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  on  our  own  farm  that  we  have 
made  no  mistake  in  deciding  on  a  still  smaller  breed,— 
the  Single  Comb  White  Leghorn. 

The  tests  we  made  during  this  three  year  period  were 
not  constant.  Wiien  a  pen  of  Brahmas  were  laying 
about  the  same  amount  of  eggs  as  another  pen  of  Leg- 
horns we  would  carefully  weigh  every  ounce  of  feed  they 
consumed  for  two  or  three  weeks.  Again  we  would 
take  the  records  when  the  birds  were  in  the  molt  and 
neither  breed  producing  eggs.  We  also  took  records  of 
the  amount  of  feed  consumed  during  the  growing  period 
of  the  young  stock.  These  records  were  taken  from 
birds  of  equal  age,  and  while  the  bigger  breeds  increased 
their  weight  much  more  rapidly  than  the  Tveghorns,  we 
found  that  there  was  practically  no  difl'erence  in  the 
actual  gains  on  the  amount  of  food  consumed.  I^p  to 
the  period  of  eight  weeks  from  incubation  the  difference 
in  growth  between  the  Leghorns  and  the  bigger  breeds 
was  a  trirte  in  favor  of  the  larger  breeds  as  regards 
weight  only.    The  larger  breeds  would  weigh  a  trifle 


more  at  this  age,  but  they  invariably  consumed 
more  food.  After  eight  weeks  the  bigger  breeds 
grew  heavier  much  more  rapidly  than  the  Leg- 
horns, but  every  added  pound  cost  just  as  much 
as  the  gain  made  with  the  Leghorns. 

One  test  we  made,  and  still  remember,  was 
with  150  leghorn  cockerels  about  eleven  weeks 
old.  At  this  time  we  had  fi.?  Brahmas,  crosses, 
White  Rocks  and  (Columbian  Wyandottes  about 
the  same  age.  During  these  three  weeks  our 
records  showed  a  consumption  of  about  two 
times  as  much  wet  mashes  as  the  Leghorns  con- 
sumed, and  almost  twice  as  much  hard  grains. 

Another  test  we  remember  was  made  with  Ki 
Light  Brahma  pullets  against  a  pen  of  50  White 
Leghorn  pullets  during  the  month  of  April. 
The  actual  consumption  of  dry  mash  during 
this  period  was  214  to  1  in  favor  of  the  Leghorns. 
The  hard  grain  was  2  to  L  These  1.')  Brahmas 
would  average  i'  pounds.  The  50  Leghorns  av- 
eraged I) '/)  pounds. 

These  various  tests  were  made  at  difl'erent 
times  throughout  the  year  simply  for  our  own 
personal  satisfaction,  and  while  these  matters 
are  in  great  dispute  the  facts,  as  illustrated  to 
us,  are  beyond  question  in  our  own  mind,  .\ctual 
facts  are  what  the  poultry  business  needs,  and 
we  further  recommend  all  who  seriously  take 
up  this  business,  and  who  are  already  engaged  in  it,  to 
personally  satisfy  themselves  as  to  the  actual  profits  to 
be  derived  from  the  various  breeds. 

The  food  problem  is  one  big  item  in  the  profit  and 
loss  of  any  farm,  yet  this  is  only  one  factor.  We  readily 
found  in  practical  application  that  the  housing  problem 
was  very  much  simplified  and  more  economical  in  hand- 
ling this  breed. 

The  (]uestion  is:  How  far  will  a  given  capital  produce 
the  greatest  profits  in  the  poultry  business?  We  have 
found  in  actual  operations  that  we  can  handle  almost 
twice  as  many  Leghorns  with  $1000  capital  as  we  could 
with  the  larger  breeils,  and  we  have  also  found  that  one 
person  can  handle  at  least  twice  as  many  birds  to  get 
equal  results.  On  our  farm,  outside  of  a  few  special 
breeding  pens,  our  Leghorns  are  handled  in  units  of  75 
to  •JOO,  with  an  average  allowance  of  three  square  feet 
to  each  bird.  Compare  this  investment  with  what  would 
be  necessary  to  house  the  bigger  breeds. 

Years  ago  we  were  taught  to  believe  that  ten  Fi|uare 
feet  of  house  room  with  -  lit!)  square  feet  of  yard  room 
was  necessary  for  the  American  and  Asiatic  breeds. 
From  this  point  we  have  cut  down  the  housing  problem 
over  two-thirds,  with  an  almost  equal  cut  in  labor. 

There  is  altogether  too  much  prejudice  in  favor  of 
this,  that,  and  the  other  breed  to  make  a  real  success  of 
the  utility  end  of  the  poultry  business.  The  first  thing 
for  a  man  to  do  is  to  clear  his  mind  of  everything  but 
actual  facts  as  they  appear  to  him.  A  man's  own  care- 
ful judgment  is  usually  the  best  to  pursue,  and  I  would 
like  to  go  on  record  as  being  the  last  man  to  persuade 
anyone  to  take  up  any  breed  I  particularly  recommend, 
unless  it  appeals  to  sound  commonsense,  and  is  in  no 
way  mixed  up  with  pure  sentiment.   Why  shouldn't  the 
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utility  poultry  business  be  conducted  as  all  other  success- 
ful businesses?  A  poultry  breeder  is  aa  mucli  a  manu- 
facturer as  'a  man  in  the  steel,  cotton,  or  woolen  busi- 
ness. All  other  forms  of  business  carefully  compute  the 
costs,  etc.,  and  why  should  not  this  business  be  con- 
ducted like  others? 

There  is  a  whole  lot  of  truth  that  it  is  the  strain  an<l 
not  the  breed  that  makes  the  difference  in  results.  This 
I  acknowledge  to  a  certain  extent.  A  good  strain  of 
Barred  Rocks  placed  in  competition  against  a  poor  strain 
of  White  Leghorns  will  certainly  show  in  favor  of  the 
Barred  Kocks,  but  such  comparisons  are  not  sound 
logic.  A  fair  way  is  to  consider  what  each  individual 
breed  costs  to  maintain,  and  their  average  production. 

Take  the  best  four  pens  of  Wyandottes,  Hhode  Island 
Reds,  Barred  Rocks,  and  AVhite  leghorns  at  last  years 
Storrs  Egg  Laying  Contest.  I  don't  know  of  any  fairer 
test  than  that.  Here  are  the  facts  as  published  in  the 
Rural  Nnv  Yorker  of  May  29,  1915,  page  74().  The  four 
leading  pens  of  these  breeds  were  as  follows: 


Wyan- 
dottes. 

Leg- 
horns. 

Reds 

Barred 
Rocks 

Total  number  of  eggs, 

2085 

2088 

1885 

1696 

Average  per  hen. 

208 >^ 

208.8 

188.5 

169.6 

Total  income  for  eggs. 

$57.44 

$54.63 

$40.45 

$47.84 

Income  per  hen. 

5.74 

5.46 

4.04 

4  78 

Cost  of  food. 

20.  ()4 

16  22 

20.26 

19.21 

Food  cost  per  hen. 

2.01) 

1.62 

2.02 

1.92 

Net  income  per  hen. 

o.(iS 

0.84 

2.02 

2  (•>(; 

Here  are  indisputable  facts nottaken  from  any  private 
individual  records,  but  from  an  authorized  f-tate  I  tying 
contest.  The  food  cost  of  Wyandottes  was  $2.06;  tiie 
food  cost  of  Leghorns  was  $1  ()2;  the  food  cost  of  Reds 
was  $2.02,  and  the  food  cost  of  Batred  Rocks,  $1.92. 
The  Leghorns  laid  the  most  eggs  in  twelve  mouths,  yet 
their  food  cost  was  considerable  less  than  the  other 
breeds.  Yet  what  we  are  the  most  concerned  about  is 
the  actual  net  income  from  these  best  four  pens  dur- 
ing a  period  of  twelve  months.  The  income  from  the 
Leghorns  over  and  above  cost  of  feed  was  $;).84.  The 
average  income  from  the  best  pens  of  Wyandottes,  Reds 
and  Rocks  was  '^'2.78%,  showing  a  difference  in  favor  of 
the  leghorns  of  ^l.Oo}/).  This  is  enough  profit  if  mul- 
tiplied by  1000  hens,  such  as  an  average  poultry  man 
would  keep  to  demonstrate  why  the  White  Leghorns  are 
superior  producers. 

This  profit  of  $1.05  and  a  fraction  does  not  represent 
all  the  profit  from  the  I>eghorn8.  One-third  more  Leg- 
horns could  have  been  kept  in  the  same  house  with  prac- 
tically no  more  expense  in  labor  during  this  period,  and 
this  should  be  added  to  the  merits  of  the  Single  Comb 
White  Leghorn. 

There  are  sound  reasons  why  this  breed  should  and 
does  produce  an  egg  cheaper  than  the  larger  breeds.  A 
small  hen  has  a  small  body  to  support,  and  likewise  a 
large  hen  requires  a  lot  of  feed  to  simply  maintain 
bodily  health  and  vigor  aside  from  any  egg  production. 
If  a  man  carried  1000  pullets  of  the  bigger  breeds,  with 
an  average  weight  of  seven  pounds,  he  would  have  the 
maintenance  of  7000  pounds  of  live  hens  against  '1000 
leghorns  weighing  about  one-half  of  this.  Isn't  it 
sound  commonsense  to  frankly  acknowledge  that  the 
simple  bare  cost  of  maintenance  of  these  two  1000  units 
would  show  a  great  variation  in  the  cost  of  the  said 
maintenance? 

To  prove  this  to  your  own  satisfaction  make  a  test 
yourself  from  any  given  number  of  the  bigger  breeds, 
and  carry  them  through  the  molt  until  they  are  laying 
again.  Do  the  same  thing  with  the  same  amount  of 
leghorns,  carefully  weighing  the  amount  of  feed  con- 
sumed for  both  lots,  and  you  will  find  that  just  about 
the  average  diflerence  in  weight  there  will  be  a  likewise 
difference  in  the  amount  of  food  consumed.  When 
White  leghorns  are  laying  heavily,  and  other  larger 
breeds  are  laying  less,  this  diff^erence  is  not  so  notice- 
able, but  under  like  conditions  we  have  never  yet  made 
a  test  that  did  not  show  the  value  as  egg  producers  of 
the  smaller  breeds. 

An  argument  that  is  nothing  but  a  delusion  is  the 
imagination  that  for  the  extra  food  consumed  the  dif- 
ference will  be  all  made  up  in  the  extra  amount  realized 
from  the  big  breeds  when  sold  as  dressed  poultry.  This 
difference  is  made  up  twice  over  witli  a  V/hite  Leghorn 
in  two  ways  outside  of  the  ordinary  laying  period.  Take, 
for  example,  50  White  I-eghorn  pullets  that  were  hatcheil 
May  1st,  and  50  Barred  Rocks  hatched  at  the  same  time 
with  the  average  characteristics  of  the  Barred  Rock.* 
The  50  White  I.eghorn  pullets  would  commence  to  lay 
at  five  months,  and  they  would  pay  their  way  betweeii 
the  fifth  and  six'montlis.  After  tlie  sixth  month  they 
not  only  pay  their  way  but  begin  to  show  a  profit.  The 
Barred  Rocks  would  not  show  a  profit  until  thejseventli 
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or  eighth  month  from  incubation.  The  extra  eggs  laid 
by  the  Leghorns  during  this  period  would  more  than 
offset  Jany  gains  made  from  the  larger  breeds  later  on 
when  dressed  as  poultry. 

Again,  a  White  Leghorn  breeder  usually  keeps  one- 
third  more  stock  in  the  same  poultry  house  as  the 
breeder  of  the  larger  breeds,  and  in  this  way  he  actually 
dresses  ofi'  when  through  with  the  stock  as  many  pounds 
of  meat  almost  as  the  breeder  of  the  brown  egg  pro- 
ducers. 

On  our  plant  we  don't  figure  to  make  any  money 
whatever  from  tiie  sale  of  meat,  and  we  doubt  very 
much  if  anyone  does  more  than  swap  an  old  dollar  for 
a  new  one  in  supplying  the  market  with  hens  at 
ordinary,  every  day  market  prices,  such  as  are  paid  in 
Boston  and  New  York,  so  that  a  person  is  just  as  well 
ofi'  in  this  respect  to  breed  a  smaller  breed. 

The  three  big  items  of  cost  in  conducting  a  poultry 
plant  are  grain,  lumber,  and  labor.  All  these  items  are 
constantly  advancing  in  price,  and  it  is  up  to  the  poul- 
tryman  to  find  some  other  methods  of  cutting  down  the 
costs  of  production,  whether  in  any  or  all  of  these 
items,  because  the  selling  price  of  eggs  does  not  and  has 
not  advanced  in  proportion  to  cost.  The  day  is  fast 
approaching  when  it  wi'l  not  be  a  matter  of  what  I  say, 
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or  the  other  fellow  says,  but  what  actually  is.  I  claim 
a  3}4  pound  hen  can  do  better  work  producing  eggs  on 
the  average  than  a  7  pound  hen.  She  will  produce  more 
eggs  in  quantities  and  also  in  weight  than  the  bigger 
breeds,  taking  all  flocks  and  strains  of  one  breed  in  com- 
parison'with  all  flocks  and  strains  of  another  breed. 
The  profit  in  the  poultry  business  is  from  the  sale  of 
eggs  and  not  meat.  Dressed  poultry  is  simply  a  by- 
product of  the  poultry  business  with  the  exception  of 
specialty  breeders  who  raise  their  stock  in  the  off  season 
and  can  therefore  command  extra  prices  during  the 
unnatural  season.  All  other  breeders  simply  get  a  very 
nominal  price  for  their  stock,  unless  they  are  fortunate 
enough  to  develop  a  local  fancy  trade  peculiar  to  their 
own  business. 

There  is  one  thing  about  White  Leghorns,  however, 
that  we  have  found  by  experience  —  that  to  get  the 
greatest  results  from  these  birds  they  should  be  hatched 
much  later  in  the  season  than  the  big  breeds. 

Conclusions  reached  in  this  article  are  based  on  over 
twenty  years'  experience,  and  while  a  great  many  other 
poultrymen' 8  experiences  will  dili'er  from  these  conclu- 
sions, these  diflerences  are  local,  either  in  the  strain  of 
birds  carried,  the  intelligence  of  the  breeder,  or  the 
facilities  for  handling  and  disposing  of  their  product. 
Under  equal  conditions  in  all  respects,  I  am  sure  the 
smaller  bird  is  decidedly  the  profitable  bird. 
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September 

WHY  WE  DISCARDED  SINGLE  COMB  WHITE 
LEGHORNS  AND  NOW  BREED  BARRED 
PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 

Hem!Y  A-Vger,  Amherst  I'oultry  Farm,  Amherst,  Mass., 
in  Barred  Rock  Club  Catalog. 

IN  THE  summer  of  191.".,  after  breeding  for  five  years 
both  White  Leghorns  and  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 
I  decidetl  to  make  a  decisive  experiment.    I  selected 
one  hundred  well  matured  early  hatched  pullets,  Single 
Comb  AMiite  Leghorns,  and  the  same  number  of  Barred 
Plymouth  Rock  pullets,  hatched  in  the  same  week  as 
the  I-eghorns  —  the  last  week  of  ISIarch.    Each  hundred 
were  put,  on  the  first  of  September,  in  a  twenty  by 
twenty-five  foot  houae.    Each  house  stood  in  an  acre  of 
ground  fenced. 
The  feed  was  aa  follows, —  in  dry  mash  hoppers: 
The  White  Leghorns:  Ten  (juarls  of  bran,  seven  mid- 
dlings, seven  ground  oats,  three  corn  meal,  three  alfalfa 
ground,  one  and  a  half  glute,  one  and  a  half  beef  scrap, 
one  quart  oil  meal. 

The  Barred  Rocks:  Same  as  White  I^eghorns,  but 
only  one  and  a  half  quarts  corn  meal,  instead  of  three. 

The  grain  feed  for  both  pens  was  composed  of  one- 
third  wheat,  one-third  oats,  one-third  corn,  given  one- 
third  in  the  morning  and  two-thirds  around  3.:!0  P.  M. 

This  was  kept  right  through.  A  full  supply  of  skim 
milk  and  water  being  given  to  both  pens:  and  a  moist 
mash  given  twice  a  week  until  December;  then  three 
times  a  week  until  February.  The  green  feed  was  given 
at  noon,  on  the  same  days  for  both  houses,  and  consisted 
of  beets,  cabbage,  sprouted  oats  on  successive  days; 
supply  unlimited. 

In  the  month  of  September,  1!»13,  four  eggs  were 
found  in  the  litter  of  the  White  Leghorns,  and  three  in 
the  nest.  This  was  the  twenty-first  of  September.  On 
the  twenty-third,  seven  eggs  were  in  the  nest  and  two 
on  the  floor.  The  total  number  of  eggs  until  the  first  of 
October  was  91  in  the  While  Leghorn  house. 

There  was  no  egg  in  the  Barred  Plymouth  Rock  house. 
In  October  the  White  Leghorns  laid  906  eggs. 

In  the  Barred  Plymouth  Rock  house  on  October  6th 
was  found  one  egg;  on  the  7th,  five;  on  the  8th,  10.  At 
the  end  of  the  month  the  score  was:    White  leghorns, 
90() ;  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  600. 
And  now  we  will  give  the  table  month  by  month : 


November,  White  Leghorns,  10.5!) 

"  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  1021 

December,  White  Leghorns,  1247 

"  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  1110 
Weather  abnormally  mild  in  our  part  of  Massachusetts. 
1914 

January,  White  I^eghorns,  fioii 

"  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  ]:;5:; 


Everybody  remembers  the  cold  snap  of  .January.  These 
birds  had  laid  to  the  Kith  of  .January,  506  eggs.  They 
laid  only  150  to  the  end  of  the  month. 

In  the  second  part  of  .January  those  Barred  Plymouth 
Rocks,  notwithstanding  the  cold  spell,  came  to  5(;  eggs 


of  the  early  part  of  the  month. 

February,    AVhite  Leghorns.  :](;•> 

"         Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  I[5(i 
Weather  extremely  cold. 

March,       White  Leghorns,  1051 

"  ,         Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  19,S4 
Weather  still  exceptionally  cold. 

April,        White  l,eghorns,  2.306 

"           Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  2129 

May,         White  Leghorns,  2405 

"           Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  2041 

.June,        AVhite  l>eghorns,  l.SfiO 

"           Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  1.S04 

.July,         White  Leghorns,  4.S(j 

"            Barred  I'lymouth  Rocks,  j(i4:; 

August,   ■  White  Jyeghorns,  k;'; 

"           Barred  Plymoulli  (Jocks,  752 

September,  White  Leghorns,  (; 

"           Barred  Plymouth  L'ocks,  151 


The  first  part  of  .Inly  was  excessively  hot,  and  the 


White  Leghorns  practically  stopped  laying  altogether. 

The 

prices  received  for  the  eggs  were  as  follows: 

Sept. , 

White  r>eghorn8, 

$2.6(i 

Barred  Rockp, 

$0  (lO 

o.-t.. 

^\'hite  Leghorns, 

31.50 

Barred  Rocks, 

21.00 

Nov.. 

White  T>eghorns, 

.",9.15 

Barred  IfocWs, 

:;.s  25 

Dec  , 

White  Leghorns, 

4!»  (14 

Barred  L'ocks, 

(4  16 

.Ian  , 

While  Leghorns, 

2!  1.70 

Barred  L'ocks, 

r.L60 

l-Vl)  , 

White  Leghorns, 

l::  .s(i 

Barred  liocks, 

)4.](; 

Mar., 

Wtiite  Leghorns, 

:;o.  I'l 

Barred  Rocks, 

57.  75 

April, 

White  Leghorns, 

5  LSI 

Barred  Rocks, 

47.7!» 

May.« 

White  !>eghorne, 

44.C0 

Barred  Rocks, 

37.79 
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Jane,  White  Ijeghorns,  3.S.75  Barred  Rocks,  .")~.50 
.Inly,  White  Leghorns,  IO.L'4  Barred  Ivocks,  40. (io 
Aug.,  Wtiite  l>eghorns,  4.1()  Barred  IJocks,  l!i..S4 
Sept.,  White  Leghorns,  0.00  Barred  Rocks,  14.80 
To  sum  up:  White  Legliorns  produced  ll,oj!4  eggs; 
price  received,  $:!45.-")4.  Barred  iiocks  produced,  l(),()4l 
eggs;  price  received,  .'t!4(i4..s').  Balance  in  favor  of  tlie 
Rocks,  $ll!t.:;i,  with  ■4n<)  dozen  of  eggs  above  tlie  Leg- 
horns. The  price  per  dozen  was  the  same  in  botii  case?, 
as  on  our  market  there  is  no  premium  for  either  brown 
or  white  eggs.  The  boxes  are  made  up  either  white 
or  brown  and  sold  direct  to  customers.  Price  received 
was  as  follows:    (Average  of  month). 

l-ill!  Iiil4 


September, 

;i8c. 

March, 

'.'tf)C. 

October, 

42c. 

April, 

27c. 

November, 

450. 

May, 

22c. 

December, 

4Sc. 

J  une, 

25c. 

1!M4 

July, 

29c. 

.January, 

r)5c. 

August, 

32c. 

Kel)ruary, 

4(;c. 

September, 

:57c. 

Cost  of  feeding  White  Leghorn  house,  $1  -Vi  a  bird, 
viz.,  $I">(i.00.  Cost  of  feeding  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 
.Sl.(iO  a  bird,  viz.,  $l(;o.oii.  Which  leaves  White  Leg- 
horns .")4  egg  profit,  and  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 
$2114. s.").  The  difTerence  in  cost  of  feeding  coming  from 
the  liocks  using  more  mash  than  the  Leghorns.  Con- 
sumption of  grain  to  all  purposes  the  same  in  both 
houses. 

In  September,  Hil4:  The  AVhite  Leghorns  represented 
(iOc.  for  meat  on  our  market  per  bird. 

The  Barred  Plymouth  Kocks  average  weight  was  just 
under  seven  pounds,  representing  per  bird  (we  dress  our 
own  birds  and  Hell  them  direct  to  retail  customers  at  22c. ) 
$1.54. 

No  birds  died  during  the  twelve  months,  so  at  the  end 
of  September,  11114,  the  hundred  White  Leghorns  repre- 
sented ■^1)11,  which,  with  the  profit  on  eggs,  made  $249  •")4 
to  their  credit.  The  hundred  Barred  Plymouth  Kocks, 
$1')4,  and,  adding  this  to  the  profit  on  eggs,  had  credit  of 
$S.)8.8."). 

Among  the  White  Leghorns,  seven  pullets  passed  210; 
nine  more  passed  200;  twenty-seven  of  them  laid  less 
than       eggs.    The  highest  score  in  the  house  was  249. 

Among  the  Barred  Kocks,  five  pullets  passed  the  210 
mark,  and  six  more  the  20ii;  only  three  were  under  oO. 
The  highest  score  was  227. 

To  sum  up  profits  on  feed:  Each  J^eghorn  gave  $2.40 
profit;  each  liock,  $:'.  ")8.  In  a  case  like  ours  where,  on 
an  averege,  1,000  laying  birds  are  kept,  it  may  be  eabiiy 
understood  why  we  do  not  desire  any  longer  to  breed 
White  Leghorns.  I  know  that  the  year  was  rather  un- 
favorable to  the  Leghorns,  as  the  unsteadiness  of  tem- 
perature, either  cold  or  extremely  hot,  seems — as  far  as 
our  experience  goes — to  att'ect  tlrem  very  seriously.  Yet 
after  breeding  five  years  both  White  Leghorns  and 
Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  and  taking  the  records  of  three 
breeding  pens  of  specially  selected  breeders  for  egg  pro- 
ductions, we  have  found  the  Leghorns  to  average  178 
eggs  and  the  Barred  Rocks  182. 

During  the  five  years  in  not  a  single  really  cold  winter 
month  have  the  Leghorns  approached  the  average  of  the 
Barred  Rocks.    In  April,  May,  and  .June  the  White 


Silver  Laced  Wyandotte  Cockerel 


Rose  Comb  Brown  Leghorn  Pullet 


Leghorns  have  invariably  led.  But  contrary  to  the  gen- 
eral opinion,  we  have  found  that  in  very  hot  weather 
the  production  of  the  White  Leghorns  was  very  un- 
steady; not  so  with  our  Barred  Kocks. 

This  winter  we  have  discarded  the  White  J^eghorns. 
Relying  altogether  on  the  Barred  Rocks,  I  have  doubled 
our  capacity  for  them,  giving  them  the  room  vacated  by 
the  White  Leghorns. 

The  worst  defect  of  the  White  Leghorns  is,  in  my 
opinion,  tfieii-  inirclinhilliy  as  a  flock  in  a  climate  where 
cold  or  heat  is  sometimes  extreme.  After  five  years, 
spending  as  much  time  and  care  on  both  breeds,  I  am 
thoroughly  convinced  that  extremely  high  performers 
can  be  occasionally  bred  in  the  Single  Comb  White  Leg- 
horns ;  and  perhaps  more  often  than  will  be  the  case  in 
the  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks.  But  for  steadiness,  the 
great  desideratum  of  anyone  with  egg  contracts  in  hand, 
the  Barred  Plymouth  liock,  as  a  flock,  irhen  really  bred 
to  lay,  is  considerably  more  reliable  and  not  likely  to 
leave  you  in  the  lurch  with  the  obligation  for  you  to  buy 
eggs  at  eighty  cents  a  dozen  to  fill  your  contracts  when 
the  thermometer  is  below  zero. 

MENDELIZING  6R00DINESS 

THE  following  excerpt  from  the  final  report  of  the 
South  Australian  laying  competitions  is  an  inter- 
esting application  of  the  present  day  "science"  of 
heredity  to  things  that  are  more  reasonably  explained 
without  referring  to  the  modern  exaggerations  of  Men- 
del's ideas: 

Broodiness  in  White  Leghorns 
In  continuation  of  studies  previously  begun  f  ride  re- 
port in  19]:>— '14  competition)  the  further  results  ob- 
tained are  interesting.  In  section  .'5  all  the  pullets  were 
single  tested,  i.  e. ,  each  was  separately  accommodated 
in  a  small  house  and  enclosed  yard.  Only  10  cases  of 
broodiness  were  recorded  among  the  112  pullets  figuring 
in  the  final  records.  The  competition  began  on  April 
1st,  and  during  that  month— also  May,  June,  July,  and 
August  —  no  cases  were  observed.  In  September  there 
was  one  case;  in  October,  two;  November,  four;  Decem- 
ber, six ;  and  January,  three.  In  February  and  March 
no  cases  occurred.  The  percentage  of  broody  cases  to 
the  total  number  of  pullets  entered  is  only  1 1. 

In  Section  I,  there  were  in  pullets  in  each  pen,  and 
no  less  than  102  cases  among  the  :i4(i  pullets  in  this  Sec- 
lion  were  recorded.  As  was  the  case  in  Section  ■!,  no 
cases  were  observed  in  April,  May,  June,  July,  and 
and  /Vugust.  In  September  there  were  two  cases;  in 
October,  21;  November,  ;!1 ;  December,  34;  January,  8; 
February,  "i;  March,  1.  The  percentage  of  broodiness 
in  this  section  is  therefore  :;,  nearly  three  times  as  many 
as  in  sfection 

Seasonal  Influence 

l-rom  the  above  record  there  appears  to  be  ample 
evidence  that  seasonal  inlluencea  are  important  factors. 
Practi(^ally  the  period  from  September  until  the  end  of 
March  includes  the  normal  breeding  season,  contingent 
on  its  duration  upon  other  seasonal  factors.  I  have 
already  expressed  the  firm  opinion  that  broodiness  is  a 
distinct  character  affecting  breeding,  and  truly  heredit- 
ary. Just  as  experiment  has  shown  that  certain  char- 
acters appear  only  at  certain  .stages  of  growth,  so  also 
do3S  the  reappearance  of  the  masked  character  of  broodi- 


ness coincide  with  the  natural  period.  Whether  or  not 
broodiness  is  immediately  caused  by  enzyme  action  does 
not  affect  this  conclusion.  It  may  only  be  said  that 
perhaps  the  condition  favorable  to  enzyme  action  is 
linked  with  rising  temperatures  in  spring  and  summer. 
Food,  in  particular  as  regards  its  components,  has  no 
doubt  an  important  role  in  the  action  of  enzyme  and  co- 
enzyme, but  at  present  I  see  no  reason  to  credit,  as  some 
do,  food  with  specific  action  in  causing  broodiness  in 
White  Leghorns.  I  look  upon  broodiness  in  White 
Leghorns  as  a  reappearancre  of  a  lost  character — strictly 
speaking,  a  masked  character.  D  uring  the  process  of 
breeding,  as  carried  out  by  many  Leghorn  breeders  in 
Australia,  the  reappearance  cf  the  character  of  broodi- 
ness is  an  excellent  example  of  what  Professor  Bateson 
I  vice-presidential  address  British  Association  meeting, 
-ydney,  I '114)  terms  a  gradual  unfolding.  I  folding  these 
views,  one  cannot  conclude  otherwise  than  that  broodi- 
ness in  White  Leghorns  is  due  to  segregation  in  the 
Meudelian  sense. 

Transmission  of  Broodiness 

There  are  at  present  many  reasons  why  I  am  unable 
to  conduct  a  series  of  experiments  to  demonstrate  the 
mode  of  inheritance  in  broodiness.  Doubtless  scien- 
tifically it  would  be  an  interesting  task.  Practical  com- 
mercial breeders  will  learn  that  broodiness  is  a  char- 
acteristic to  be  eliminated  in  White  Leghorns  at  all 
costs.  (Careful  research  in  connection  with  thousands  of 
White  Leghorn  hens  and  pullets  reveals  no  ground  for 
the  assertion  sometimes  made  that  the  hen  which  is 
temporarily  broody  recuperates,  and  is  eventually  the 
better  layer.  On  the  contrary,  years  of  single  testing 
show  that  the  best  layers  never  exhibit  a  desire  to 
brood.  From  long  continued  experiment  and  observa- 
tion I  have  formed  the  opinion  that  broodiness  is  trans- 
mitted equally  through  both  male  and  female  lines,  and 
that  non- broodiness  is  an  ordinary  recessive  character. 
Constant  watchfulness  at  all  seasons  is  necessary  if 
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effective  elimination  is  desired.  Among  the  Govern- 
ment stud  birds  any  hen  showing  the  least  suspicion  of 
broodiness  is  discarded.  Of  course  that  does  not  end 
the  matter,  because  there  may  be  some  of  that  hen's 
heterozygous  progeny  remaining,  and  in  which  the 
"broody"  taint  exists,  although  the  recessives  would  be 
free.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  many  breeders 
in  the  past  have  bred  freely  from  stock  in  which  the 
"broody"  character  was  more  or  less  common.  Conse- 
quently, it  is  going  to  take  some  time  to  regain  lost 
ground. 

THE  BEAUTY  OF  OFFICIAL  PRICE  MAKING 

ACCORDING  to  a  report  of  the  annual  poultry  con- 
ference  at   Ilawkesbury  Agricultural  College, 
Australia,  in  the  Auslralian  Hen,  poultrymen  who 
went  to  the  conference  in  the  hope  of  learning  how  to 
make  poultry  pay  under  the  present  unpropitioua  con- 
ditions got  little  comfort. 

One  of  tlie  grievances  of  the  poultryman  is  that  in 
fixing  the  prices  of  food  stuffs,  the  government  had 
made  regulations  which  operated  to  divert  supplies  of 
bran  and  pollard  to  such  an  extent  that  poultrymen 
could  not  get  what  they  needed. 

The  Director  of  Agriculture  assured  them  that  the 
situation  had  been  relieved  by  putting  up  prices  £1  (five 
dollars)  a  ton,  and  "that  would  give  poultry  farmers 
more  bran  and  pollard," — (loud  dissent,  says  the  report) 
— because  it  brought  prices  up  to  about  the  rate  at  which 
jt  could  be  imported. " 
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Topics  of  the  Times 

No  Controversy  About  Breed  Merits 

IN  THIS  issue  we  present  opposite  views  of  two  New 
England  poultrymen  as  to  the  relative  values  of 
Barred  Rocks  and  White  Leghorns.  We  wish  here 
to  advise  any  reader  who  wishes  to  present  contrary 
views  that,  as  Mr.  Anger's  article  is  reprinted  from 
another  publication  and  Mr.  Lord's  was  furnished  at 
our  request  as  an  independent  statement  of  an  opposite 
experience  to  print  with  Mr.  Anger's  article,  these  arti- 
cles will  not  be  made  the  basis  of  any  discussion  of  the 
matters  involved.  Readers  who  have  views  and  expe- 
riences along  the  lines  of  these  articles,  in  any  breed, 
that  they  wish  to  give  others,  should  write  them  up  as 
independent  contributions  not  referring  to  the  two  in 
this  issue. 

The  New  Standard 

AT  LAST  the  revised  Standard  has  made  its  appear- 
ance. It  had  been  advertised  for  months  in  many 
papers  as  ready  for  delivery,  and  there  has  been 
the  usual  complaint  in  these  papers  about  the  delay  and 
the  trouble  it  makes  for  them  in  explaining  to  pur- 
chasers, whose  money  they  have  received,  why  the  book 
is  not  sent  them.  As  this  was  the  same  old  story  as 
with  the  1905  and  1010  editions,  these  papers  ought  to 
have  known  what  to  expect.  We  did  not  advertise  the 
book  until  it  was  ready  for  delivery,  and  we  advise 
readers  now  not  to  buy,  unless  they  are  in  immediate 
need  of  the  book,  until  the  corrected  edition  appears. 

The  writer  has  had  opportunity  to  examine  the  book 
only  casually.  In  general,  it  is  much  better  in  appear, 
ance  than  we  expected  to  find  it  after  reading  some  of 
the  first  comments  in  the  poultry  press.  Even  at  the 
first  glance,  however,  we  find  mistakes  that  could  not 
have  got  by  with  ordinary  care  in  book  proof  reading. 

Thus  the  title  page  informs  us  that  this  book  is  as 
revised  at  "twenty-eighth  annual  meeting  at  Atlantic 
City,  N.  J.,  nineteen  hundred  thirteen,  and  at  its  thirty- 
ninth  annual  meeting  at  Chicago,  111.,  nineteen  hundred 
fourteen."  That  for  twenty  we  should  read  thirty,  or 
vice  versa,  ought  to  be  plain  to  anyone. 

On  page  26  the  legends  for  the  illustrations  of  lopped 
rose  comb  and  lopped  single  comb  are  transposed. 
When  you  find  such  errors  as  this  at  a  glance  imme- 
diately you  open  the  book  it  seems  to  indicate  a  lack  of 
care  that  could  not  fail  to  permit  numerous  errors  in 
detail.  It  is  for  the  judges  and  breeders  who  use  the 
book  to  report  these. 

Without  slopping  over  about  them  we  can  say  that  the 
illustrations,  on  the  whole,  seem  to  be  an  improvement 
on  those  in  the  last  edition.    Still  there  are  not  a  few 


that  are  not  likely  to  meet  the  approval  of  those  inter- 
ested in  them. 

The  conditions  under  which  a  Standard  is  revised  and 
published  make  it  a  virtual  impossibility  to  get  out  a 
book  that  will  at  all  approach  correctness  in  detail.  In 
most  cases  errors  are  of  less  consequence  actually  than 
they  are  theoretically,  because  they  are  easily  recognized 
as  errors  and  the  correction  made  in  practice.  That 
does  not,  however,  lessen  the  desirability  of  having  such 
a  book  correct. 

The  White  Diarrhea  Bug-a-boo 

THE  writer  did  not  attend  the  poultry  conventions 
at  the  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  Agricultural 
Colleges.  He  had  planned  to  be  at  Amherst  one 
day,  but  when  the  time  came  was  not  physically  fit  for 
a  trip  under  the  conditions  —  inseparable  from  going  to 
and  returning  from  Amherst  the  same  day.  Our  prime 
object  in  attending  such  meetings,  as  now  conducted,  is 
to  keep  in  touch  with  the  poultrymen  who  attend,  and  to 
show  our  good  will  toward  educational  work.  As  a  rule, 
we  do  not  find  them  sources  of  knowledge  not  otherwise 
attainable, —  for  the  speakers  generally  are  assigned 
subjects  upon  which  their  views  are  familiar  to  anyone 
posted  in  poultry  literature,  and  the  program  is  carried 
on  too  rapidly  to  admit  of  bringing  out  more  than  is 
available  elsewhere. 

At  both  the  meetings  mentioned,  special  prominence 
appears  to  have  been  given  to  the  white  diarrhea  bug- 
a-boo.  A  speaker  at  the  Massachusetts  convention  is 
said  to  have  asserted  that  white  diarrhea  was  so  preva- 
lent in  New  England  that  poultry  keepers  in  other  parts 
of  the  country  were  afraid  to  buy  stock  here.  This  par- 
ticular speaker  said  he  had  had  his  stock  tested,  and 
was  breeding  only  from  tested  stock.  He  was  advocat- 
ing support  in  Massachusetts  for  the  plan  desired  by 
those  working  on  white  diarrhea  at  the  experiment 
station  of  following  the  Connecticut  Station's  lead  in 
applying  a  laboratory  test  to  individual  hens  through- 
out the  state. 

AVe  discussed  that  plan  quite  fully  when  the  "  cam- 
paign "  against  white  diarrhea  was  projected  in  Con- 
necticut, and  also  considered  other  phases  of  it  when 
the  Massachusetts  Station  began  to  be  active  in  the  same 
way  some  months  ago. 

According  to  information  from  a  number  of  Massachu- 
setts breeders  who  attended  the  meeting  at  Amherst, 
breeders  generally  take  very  strong  exception  to  the 
propagation  under  such  official  auspices  of  the  idea  that 
white  diarrhea  is  so  general  here  that  it  is  necessary  for 
the  state  (that  is  what  it  amounts  to)  to  take  action  for 
its  control. 

We  are  glad  to  see  these  poultrymen  waking  up  to 
the  menace  of  the  situation.  We  have  been  pointing  it 
out  to  them  for  a  long  time,  but  it  seems  that  it  re- 
quired that  the  case  should  be  overstated  before  they 
would  "  sit  up  and  take  notice." 

While  the  situation  as  to  the  prevalence  of  white 
diarrhea  has  been  wildly  exaggerated  in  reports  that 
have  been  published  all  over  the  country,  we  doubt 
whether  that  has  had  any  pronounced  effect  on  the  trade 
in  other  sections  of  breeders  here  who  have  a  national 
reputation.  As  we  have  noted  conditions  of  trade  for 
some  years  past,  the  white  diarrhea  scare's  most  pro- 
nounced effect  has  been  to  mislead  and  discourage  be- 
ginners in  this  section. 

If  a  scientist  tells  us  that  the  germ  which  he  says 
science  has  demonstrated  is  the  specific  germ  of  "  white 
diarrhea"  is  more  or  less  prevalent  in  poultry  stocks 
w  !  will  not  dispute  that  point  with  him.  But  when  he 
asserts  that  this  germ  is  so  destructive  to  poultry  stocks 
in  this  section  that  there  is  need  of  systematic  inspec- 
tion, and  that  stock  ought  not  to  be  used  for  breeding 
unless  tested  and  certified,  we  Hatly  dispute  hi.s  claims 
as  to  the  need  of  such  measures. 

The  writer  thinks  that  he  knows  conditions  in  this 
section  at  least  as  well  as  anyone  who  maintains  that 
white  diarrhea  is  so  bad  that  stringent  measures  are 
needed  to  control  it.  On  what  he  knows  of  the  situa- 
tion he  has  stated  before,  and  now  states  again,  that 
there  is  no  occasion  for  all  thi.s  agitation.  If  anyone 
who  believes  otherwise  will  indicate  a  poultry  plant  in 
New  England  where  he  supposes  "  white  diarrhea  " 
causes  serious  trouble,  though  stock  is  apparently  healthy 
and  conditions  are  right  and  management  good,  I  will 
undertake  to  go  there  with  him  and  convince  him  that 
there  are  faults  in  conditions,  or  in  stock,  or  errors  in 
management  that  will  account  for  difficulties,  aud  would 
cause  tbem  though  there  was  not  a  ' '  white  diarrhea ' ' 
brig  within  a  hundred  miles. 

The  term  "  white  diarrhea,"  in  general  usage,  is 
loosely  and  indiscriminately  applied  to  pretty  much 


everything  that  afiects  chickens  and  fowls.  It  seems  to 
have  become  the  general  name  for  poultry  diseases.  It 
is  reputedly  more  prevalent  than  anything  and  every- 
thing else,  because  the  term  is  widely  misapplied,— not 
because  the  disease  is  common. 

Now  comes  someone  at  the  Storrs'  meeting,  as  reported 
in  the  Jiural  Xew  loci-er,  declaring  that :  "Certain  ex- 
periments show  that  this  germ  is  fatal  to  human  life, 
and  the  question  of  infant  mortality  in  cities  where  raw 
eggs  are  fed  to  sick  infants  looms  up." 

The  general  consumption  of  eggs  and  poultry  has  been 
diminished  and  the  prices  of  market  poultry  products 
have  been  relatively  lower  than  they  should  be  for 
several  years  because  of  the  suspicions  excited  by  sensa- 
tional campaigns  by  city  papers  against  cold  storage 
goods.  This  reported  new  discovery  of  an  experiment 
station  that  the  germ  of  a  poultry  disease  is  fatal  to 
human  beings  has  all  the  possibilities  of  damage  to 
poultry  interests  through  its  exploitation  by  sensa- 
tion seeking  papers.  Plainly  it  is  about  time  for  poul- 
try keepers  to  consider  ways  and  mean  sof  preventing 
experiment  station  workers  from  doing  widespread  dam- 
age by  injudicious  elforts  to  "help"  poultry  interests. 

Home  Market  or  Foreign  Market 

IT  :\IAY  be  that  in  Belgium  and  parts  of  other  p:uro- 
pean  countries  now  devastated  by  war,  the  stocks  of 
poultry  are,  or  will  be  exterminated,  and  that  their 
replenishment  will  depend  upon  supplies  of  stock  from 
England  or  America.  But  — let  no  American  poultry 
breeder  delude  himself  with  the  idea  that  he  will  be  able 
to  make  a  big  profit  supplying  any  part  of  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe  with  stock  of  a  breed  developed  in 
that  locality  and  exterminated  in  this  war,  or  that  it  is 
to  his  interest  to  produce  with  reference  to  any  future 
foreign  trade  in  Standard  or  thoroughbred  poultry. 
Then,  as  in  the  past  and  now,  quality  poultry  will  bring 
the  American  breeder  more  in  the  United  States  than 
anywhere  else.  Indeed,  the  advantage  of  the  home 
market  is  likely  to  be  greater  than  in  the  past,  for 
Europe  will  not  be  in  a  position  to  buy  freely  at  "fancy" 
prices.  Undoubtedly,  there  will  be  some  foreign  trade, 
but  it  will  be  on  about  the  same  scale  as  before  this  war. 

First  Aid  for  European  Poultry  Culture  After 
the  War 

WHEN  the  war  is  over  there  will  be  many  people 
who  need  poultry  stock  to  begin  poultry  keeping 
again  who  will  be  in  very  straitened  circum- 
stances. We  are  going  to  make  the  suggestion  now  that 
when  the  time  arrives  the  American  Poultry  Association 
appoint  a  general  committee,  and  state  and  provincial 
organizations  appoint  committee  to  act  in  concert  with 
this  general  committee  to  secure  donations  of  poultry 
for  breeding  purposes  to  be  given  to  needy  poultry  keep- 
ers in  Europe. 

There  are  thousands  of  breeders  here  who  could  give 
a  good  mated  pen  or  trio  and  never  miss  it,  and  tens  of 
thousands  who  could  give  one  or  more  good  birds,  and 
would  gladly  do  so  if  proper  arrangements  were  made 
for  transportation  and  distribution.  America  could 
spare  the  wasted  areas  of  Europe  50,000  good  breeding 
birds,  including  all  kinds  of  poultry,  and  never  miss 
them.  But  a  very  much  smaller  number,  given  promptly 
and  judiciously  distributed,  would  serve  as  a  foundation 
for  the  rapid  increase  of  poultry  in  places  where  it  has 
been  exterminated. 

Legitimate  Bleaching 

THE  few  lines  added  to  the  paragraph  on  "  Creami- 
ness  and  Brassiness"  in  the  "Instructions  to 
.judges,"  in  the  1015  Standard  seem  to  eflectually 
lift  the  ban  on  bleaching.    Read  this: 

"  Bleaching  l>y  means  of  chemicals  is  such  a  harmful 
practice  that  where  it  is  jiroven  by  other  evidence  than 
the  condition  of  the  specimen,  or  specimens,  such 
bleached  specimen,  or  specimens,  shall  be  considered 
faked  and  disqualified." 

That's  the  limit!  In  practice  it  has  been  held  that 
the  only  workable  rule  wa.s  to  disiiualify  when  the  con- 
dition of  the  feathers  wa.s  incontrovertible  evidence  that 
the  plumage  had  been  chemically  bleached.  We  have 
seen  a  pen  of  birds  bleached  until  the  feathers  were 
partly  disintegrated.  The  judges  passed  them  by,  but 
the  exhibitors  didn't.  They  received  a  great  deal  Of 
attention.  The  condition  of  the  plumage  was  the  proof 
of  "faking."  There  was  no  denying  it.  Under  the 
latest  ruling  the  self-evident  proof  is  not  to  be  con- 
sidered. Someone  must  catch  the  faker  red-handed  (or 
wbit€-handed). 
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Because  it  is  not  practical  to  secure  perfect  fairness 
in  competition,  that  is  no  reason  for  throwing  all  bars 
down.  There  is  a  wide  difference  between  toleration  of 
as  much  trickery  as  is  not  easily  detected  and  does  not 
damage  the  bird,  and  putting  a  premium  upon  the 
grossest  forms  of  such  practice. 

And  if  the  condition  of  the  i)ird  is  not  evidence  in 
case  of  bleaching,  why  should  it  be  hdd  so  in  case  of 
the  removal  of  stub.s,  side  sprigs,  etc.,  etc.?  It  is  very 
dangerous  doctrine  that  the  .American  Poultry  Associa- 
tion eubscribes  to  in  that  paragraph. 

The  Latest  "  Slaughter  of  the  Innocents " 

THE  only  reply  the  editor  of  the  Amcviniu  Poultry 
Joiirniil  can  make  to  the  article  dealing  with  him 
in  our  July  issue  is  to  tell  his  readers  that  a  cer- 
tain pugnacious  editor,  whom  he  will  not  name  because 
he  does  not  want  to  give  any  free  advertising,  has  at- 
tacked Mr.  Woods  and  the  .1.  P.  J.  without  provocation 
and  with  a  malicious  desire  to  inflict  injury ;  that  this 
wicked  individual  is  sudering  from  what  alienists  call 
"exaggerated  ego;"  and  that  he  (Woods)  though  so 
badly  used,  lias  only  pity  for  the  unnamed  unfortunate. 
l*oor  Woods  I 

Woods,  having  thus  testified  against  the  unspeakable 
editor  of  Fau.m-I'oi  i.thv,  liia  brother  in  adversity,  and 
only  near  competitor  in  the  use  of  elegant  language, 
.lohn  A.  (iough,  quotes  Woods'  whisperings  with  ap- 
proval, and  does  a  little  whispering  on  his  own  account, 
in  which  Robinson  is  classed  with  Napoleon,  Nero,  and 
those  responsible  for  the  war  in  Europe,  and  linally  the 
(luestion  is  raised  whether  it  is  to  the  interests  of  man- 
kind for  Woods  to  diplay  his  noble  magnanimity,  and 
refrain  from  crushing  "this  creature,"  instanter. 

Poor  ( iough  1  How  did  it  happen  that  so  learned  a 
philosopher  and  writer  failed  to  note  that  Herod  is  the 
true  prototype  of  an  editorial  monster  who  makes  wan- 
ton attacks  upon  peaceful  and  inotlensive  poultry 
scribes? 

We  are  curious  to  know,  also,  by  what  means^Poor 
(iough  supposes  we  are  to  be  "crushed,"  Is  this  to  be 
one  of  the  first  great  works  of  the  Holy  Alliance  which 
calls  itself  "  The  Order  of  Alector?  " 


Black  Cayuga  Ducks 

All  Breeds  and  Varieties  Are  Good  for  Both 

Eggs  and  Meat 

(  (  'TnilE  light  or  Eeghorn  breed  has  had  its  boom ; 
X     now  the  heavy  bird  will  have  its  day.  Eggs 
and  meat  should  be  the  motto.    Eggs  alone 
will  not  fill  the  bill." — Aiistrali'in  Hen. 

With  certain  limitations  the  light  weight  breeds  are 
good  for  meat  as  well  as  for  eggs,  and  the  heavy  weight 
are  good  for  eggs  as  well  as  for  meat.  There  is  this 
dill'erence,  however,  that  with  the  light  weight  fowls  the 
meat  value  is  absolutely  in  proportion  to  weight.  There 
is  no  possibility  of  getting  the  same  amount  of  meat  from 
an  ordinary  Leghorn  weighing,  say,  three  to  three  and 
a  half  pounds  and  from  a  Brahma  weighing  nine  or  ten 
pounds  ( these  being  taken  as  ordinary  weights  for  fe- 


males). But  it  is  (juite  possible  to  get  approximately 
equal  egg  yields  from  all. 

The  question  is  whether  the  birds  have  the  constitu" 
tion  and  digestive  power,  and  then  as  to  the  large  birds 
whether  the  keeper  has  the  skill  and  judgment  to  keep 
them  in  laying  condition.  With  the  medium  sized 
breeds  we  have  birds  with  greater  weight  and  meat  value 
than  the  light  weights,  but  not  as  large,  and,  on  the 
whole,  easier  to  keep  in  laying  condition  than  the  heavy 
weights.  This  state  of  relative  values  in  typeH  and  sizes 
ought  not  to  be  hard  to  comprehend,  yet  a  great  many 
people  seem  never  to  be  able  to  properly  distinguish  be- 
tween the  possibilities  of  a  class  of  stock  to  produce  in 
any  direction  and  the  relation  of  skill  in  management 
to  securing  the  high  production  possible. 

Leghorns  of  good  Leghorn  type  can  be  had  with 
females  at  four  to  five  pounds  and  males  at  a  pound 
heavier.  At  these  weights  first  class  broilers  can  be  pro- 
duced from  Leghorns  as  quickly  as  from  almost  any 
breed.  The  cockerels  grown  this  way  may  be  much 
softer  meated  than  the  average  spring  chicken  up  to 
about  three  or  three  and  a  half  pounds.  The  hens  make 
good  market  fowls  of  a  size  much  in  demand  wlien  sold 
at  the  close  of  either  the  first  or  the  second  laying  year. 

Almost  every  large  stock  of  Leghorns  has  in  it  a  good 
proportion  of  birds  of  this  class,  and  it  is  an  easy  itiatter 
to  give  the  quality  to  the  general  stock  in  a  few  seasons. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  large  part  of  our  ordinary  Hocks, 
Wyandoltes,  and  Reds  are  no  larger  than  Leghorns  of 
the  weights  mentioned.  And  in  the  interests  of  good 
poultry  in  general,  and  of  the  respective  breeds,  we 
think  that  it  is  better  to  get  stock  of  this  weight  by 
bringing  the  light  weights  up  to  it  than  by  allowing  the 
medium  weights  to  go  down  to  it. 

Free  Admission  Poultry  Shows 

IT  IS  reported  that  the  Missouri  State  Poultry  Board 
has  decided  to  try  the  experiment  of  holding  the 
23d  Annual  State  Poultry  Show  at  .loplin,  Mo., 
next  December  with  free  admission.  It  appears  that 
this  plan  is  tried  at  the  instance  of  the  .loplin  Commer- 
cial Club,  which  is  contributing  heavily  to  the  expenses 
of  the  show,  and  wants  free  admission  to  attract  as  large 
an  attendance  as  possible  and  stir  up  interest  in  poultry 
in  the  vicinity. 


THIS  IS  AN  ADVERTISEMENT:— 

We  have  made  it  large  so  that  it  will  attract  your  attention  and  we  have  put  it  here 
so  that  you  can't  miss  it.   We  want  you  to  know 

OF  THE 

Work  we  are  doing.  We  fear  that  we  have  sneaked  up  on  some  of  you  before  you  were  awake. 
We  want  to  serve  notice  on  you  that  you  must  from  now  on  reckon  with  us.  It  is  no  longer  a 
question  of  how  long  we  will  stay,  but  a  question  of  what  we  will  do  next.  Last  month  we  told 
you  to  watch  the 

PALACE  SHOW,  NEW  YORK  CITY 

Now  we  are  telling  you  to  keep  in  mind  a  date  that  you  have  with  opportunity.  We  want  you  to 
shake  off  the  idea  that  times  are  bad  and  that  everything  is  going  to  the  dogs.  Better  chase 
business.    There  are  two  dates  we  want  you  to  remember;  the  first  is 

DECEMBER  7  -11,  1915 

The  next  is  the  date  of  closing  of  our  entries.  A  good  many  of  you  forgot  last  year.  More  than 
1000  live  ones  will  think  of  it  this  year.    Lest  you  forget  make  note  now  : 

ENTRIES  CLOSE  NOVEMBER  22,  1915 

We  don't  know  what  is  likely  to  happen  this  year,  but  we  have  beaten  the  Express  Strike  and  the 
Hoof  and  Mouth  quarantine,  and  you  can  bet  your  last  cent  that  we  will  be  on  the  job.  Have  con- 
fidence in  us  and  send  your  entry.  We  have  too  much  at  stake  to  quit,  in  the  meantime  tell  us  you 
intend  to  make  the  break  for  better  things  this  year,  and  upon  the  strength  of  your  say  so,  we  will 
add  something  to  your  class  in  specials.    This  is  all  in  your  favor  so  write  now.    A  postal  will  do. 

GIVE  CREDIT  TO   FARM-POULTRY,  PLEASE 

EMPIRE  POULTRY  ASSOCIATION,  INC., 

Robert  Seaman,  President.  L.  D.  Howell,  Secretary. 

MINEOLA,  NEW  YORK. 
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DOES  THE  AMERICAN  POUL- 
TRY ASSOCIATION  NEEO  AN 
"OFFICAL  ATTORNEY?" 

THERE  appeared  in  the  Poultry  Item 
for  July  an  article  on  "Combating 
the  'Crooks'  in  the  Poultry  Indus- 
try," by  H.  Y.  Tormoblen.  This  article 
was  reprinted  with  an  editorial  note  of 
commendation  in  the  Rhode  Island  Red 
Journal  for  August.  Under  date  of  Au- 
gust 12th,  Editor  A.  (i.  Studier,  of  the 
R.  I.  R.  ./.,  writes  me  that  be  has  been 
rei]  nested  to  call  my  attention  to  this 
article,  and  ask  for  my  comments,  either 


request  for  my  comments  upon  it  is  made, 
and  it  has  been  my  rule  in  journalism  to 
respond  to  such  requests  whether  I  felt 
disposed  to  or  not,  I  will  try  to  state  the 
case,  as  I  see  it,  as  concisely  as  possible. 

I  suppose  that  I  ought  to  say  at  the 
outset  that  I  not  only  would  not  approve 
substituting  Mr.  Tormohlen's  plan  for 
the  present  procedure,  but  I  am  not  in 
favor  of  the  association  extending  its 
"judicial"  powers  to  all  sorts  of  disagree- 
ments among  poultry  keepers.  I  told 
the  Committee  on  Constitution,  of  which 
I  was  secretary,  that  in  everything  relat- 
ing to  this  question  of  regulation  of 
"wrongful  practices"  by  the  association, 
my  views  were  radically  diflferent  from 


The  Late  John  Glasgow 

Readers  have  shown  so  much  Interest  In  the  old  cuts  of  poultry  and  poultry  plants  that  we  have 
been  giving  them  during  the  dull  season  that  we  think  many  would  appreciate  likenesses  of  some 
of  the  poultrymen  not  known  to  those  who  have  come  In  in  the  past  decade. 

John  Glasgow  was  for  about  ten  years  before  his  death,  in  1903,  in  the  position  ever  since  occu- 
pied by  his  son,  James  Glasgow,  as  superintendent  of  the  poultry  and  pigeon  departments  on  the 
Havemeyer  estate  at  Mahwah,  N.  J.  He  was  born  in  Scotland,  in  1842,  removed  to  England  in 
1872.  and  In  1892  came  to  the  United  States.  He  was  not  only  a  thorough  fancier  and  a  prominent 
judge,  but  a  thorough  practical  poultryman  and  a  writer  of  pronounced  ability. 


by  letter  or  in  FAR.M-Pour.TRv,  upon  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Tormoblen  that  the 
American  Poultry  Association  substitute 
for  its  present  method  of  dealing  with 
complaints  and  grievances  a  salaried  at- 
torney giving  all  his  time  to  the  work, 
lie  refers  to  this  plan  as  "  Mr.  Tormoh- 
len's original  idea." 

The  idea  is  not  original  at  this  time.  It 
lias  been  oll'ered  before  at  intervals  cov- 
ering a  number  of  years,  by  many  difler- 
ent  persons  and  with  various  differences. 
I  would  not  say  positively  that  anyone 
had  advocated  employing  a  lawyer  to  give 
his  time  exclusively  to  the  adjustment  of 
differences  between  parties  to  poultry 
transactions,  but  the  amount  of  the  ser- 
vice is  immaterial.  Tlie  idea  of  the  A. 
P.  A.  doing  such  service  has  often  been 
brought  up. 

This  article  by  Mr.  Tormoblen  was  one 
of  a  number  of  articles  that  I  had  in 
mind  when  I  wrote  the  editorial  in  the 
August  issue  of  this  paper,  expressing 
the  opinion  that  this  was  not  an  oppor- 
tune time  to  exploit  extensively  reforms 
for  all  sorts  of  evils,  and  alleged  evils,  in 
poultry  culture.  I  had  not  intended  to 
discuss  the  subject  at  all,  but  as  a  direct 


those  of  the  other  members,  and,  recog- 
nizing that  situation,  I  took  the  position 
that  I  would  take  no  part  in  determining 
the  provisions  of  this  part  of  the  consti- 
tution, but  as  clerk  of  the  committee, 
would  write  what  the  otliers  decided  upon 
to  conform  in  form  and  style  with  other 
parts  of  tlie  constitution. 

At  this  time  my  function  is  not  to  state 
my  own  views,  but  to  comment  upon 
those  of  Mr.  Tormoblen.  J  will  not  un- 
dertake a  complete  analysis  of  his  views, 
but  will  discuss  only  the  principal  points. 

Mr.  Tormoblen  begins  by  unduly  mag- 
nifying the  extent  of  the  evils  for  which 
be  proposes  a  costly  remedy.  This  is 
perbaps  natural,  considering  the  amount 
of  space  that  is  given  by  some  of  our 
journals  to  matters  of  this  kind.  But  it 
slioiild  not  escape  the  notice  of  any  care- 
ful reader  that  all  this  relates  to  a  very 
few  persons,  and  to  a  number  of  trans- 
actions that  is  quite  insignificant  in  com- 
parison with  the  extent  of  the  business. 

He  declares  that  the  A.  P.  A.'s  method 
of  dealing  with  complaints  is  so  involved 
in  red  tape  and  machinery  that  it  takes 
so  long  to  get  action  that  it  is  almost  use- 
less for  anyone  to  appeal  to  it  for  redress. 


On  the  contrary,  the  method  is  about 
as  simple  and  direct  as  is  possible  with 
due  consideration  for  all  interests  in- 
volved and  in  view  of  the  necessity  for 
discouraging  trivial  complaints. 

He  tells  us  that  it  is  an  imposition  upon 
an  already  overworked  president  and 
secretary  to  require  them  to  receive  com- 
plaints and  try  to  adjust  them. 

I  would  like  to  know  upon  what  he 
bases  this  statement.  I  think  that  I  know 
the  views  of  the  secretary  and  of  every 
president  of  the  association  for  the  last 
ten  years,  and  that  I  am  not  in  error  in 
saying  that  they  are  unanimously  of  the 
opinion  that  it  is  best  that  all  complaints 
should  go  first  to  these  officers.  Mr. 
Tormoblen  apparently  does  not  know 
that  the  prime  reason  the  association  has 
so  little  to  do  in  the  way  of  disciplining 
persons  against  whom  complaints  are 
lodged  is  that  most  complaints  are  easily 
adjusted  by  the  officer  to  whom  they  are 
made.  The  case  is  tlie  same  as  with 
complaints  to  a  publisher.  ^Most  of  them 
involve  misunderstandings  that  either 
disappear  or  are  easily  adjusted  when  a 
disinterested  party  is  asked  to  intervene. 

Mr.  Tormoblen  suggests  that  with  "a 
lawyer  of  ability"  devoting  his  whole 
time  to  affairs  of  this  kind,  the  state  of 
affairs  would  be  so  changed  that  anyone 
might  open  a  poultry  journal  and  order 
from  any  of  its  advertisers  "without  one 
trace  of  the  present  feeling  of  fear  and 
distrust  that  comes  over  the  beginner 
when  he  faces  the  ordeal  of  ordering 
stock  or  eggs."  He  supposes  that  with 
the  A.  P.  A.  carrying  out  his  suggestion, 
the  poultry  journals  would  forward  all 
complaints  to  its  lawyer,  and  that  they 
would  be  adjusted  without  such  pub- 
licity as  when  the  journals  undertake  to 
"purify"  the  business  by  elaborate  ex- 
posures of  wrong  doers. 

He  overlooks  the  fact  that  the  papers 
that  pursue  this  poficy  do  so  because  they 
suppose  that  so  much  unfavorable  pub- 
licity given  to  delinquents  has  the  effect 
of  deterring  others  from  doing  the  same 
things,  and  at  the  same  time  shows  that 
organizations  and  publications,  by  thus 
pursuing  offenders,  are  actively  engaged 
in  "reform"  and  in  building  up  "con- 
fidence." While  I  think  the  papers  are 
sincere,  I  do  not  think  that  their  reform 
efforts  have  the  desired  effects,  and  I 
think  I  can  see  how,  in  a  general  way, 
they  defeat  their  purpose  by  giving  cases 
of  alleged  crooked  dealing  prominence 
out  of-  all  proportion  to  their  real  ipi- 
portance. 

Another  thing  that  is  overlooked  by 
Mr.  Tormoblen  is  that  what  he  calls  the 
"  ordeal  "  of  buying  stock  or  eggs  is  not 
due  to  either  wide  spread  crookedness 
among  breeders,  or  the  fear  of  it  among 
buyers,  but  to  the  buyer's  lack  of  experi- 
ence and  lack  of  knowledge  of  quality 
and  values.  Creating  a  law  department 
of  the  A.  P.  A.  will  not  serve  to  give  the 
class  who  would  be  its  principal  patrons 
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this  experience  and  knowledge  before 
they  buy.  The  only  way  to  get  it  is  in 
practice.  This  applies  also  to  selling. 
The  less  experience  one  has  in  selling, 
the  more  mistakes  he  makes.  Some  are 
in  his  favor;  some  against  him.  In  time 
he  learns  better,  but  even  when  he  treats 
his  customers  right,  there  are  bound  to 
be  misunderstandings  and  did'erences  of 
opinion.  These,  in  fact,  constitute  the 
greater  part  of  the  occasions  for  com- 
plaint that  would  be  referred  to  the  pro- 
posed department.    Is  there  any  reason 


NEW    CAPONIZING  TOOL 
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THE  most  efficient  and  convenient  caponizinf;  tool  yet  devised.    This  unique  design  ijives  un- 
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to  suppose  a  lawyer  would  adjust  such 
matters  better  than  is  done  now  by  pub- 
lishers, or  that  publishers  would  refer 
them  to  him?  No  publisher  possessed  of 
ordinary  commonsense  would  refer  com- 
plaints as  received  to  an  attorney  em- 
ployed by  the  A.  1*.  A.  for  investigation. 
A  publisher  could  not  aH'ord  to  put  him- 
self in  the  position  of  practically  haling 
customers  before  the  attorney  of  the  A. 
P.  A.  whenever  anyone  made  a  com- 
plaint. As  a  matter  of  ordinary  business 
policy  and  practice  the  publisher  must 
deal  with  the  ca.se  without  referring  it  to 
anyone  unless  he  concludes  that  he  wants 
no  more  of  the  advertiser's  business. 
Even  then  it  would  be  a  question  in  the 
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as  he  indicates, 
proverbial. 

There  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  even  a 
remote  possibility  of  the -V.  P.  A.  seriously 
considering  this  proposition.  While  put 
forward  as  involving  less  red  tape  and 
delay  than  the  present  procedure,  it  really 
involves  more.  Complaints  would  still 
have  to  go  first  to  the  executive  otiicers 
of  the  organization,  and  uhe  attorney 
would  have  to  be  under  control  of  oflicers 
in  any  action  he  might  take  in  behalf  of 
the  association.  Mr.  Tormohlen  specifies 
a  lawyer  selected  for  "  ability,"  but  as  I 
have  known  lawyers  I  find  it  hard  to 
conceive  of  a  lawyer  of  ability  settling 
down  to  such  work  — even  if  there  were 


The  Late  B.  N.  Pierce 

Berlah  N.  Pierce,  boi  n  in  New  York  State,  ISZH,  was  a  lawyer  by  profession,  and  a  fancier  from 
boyliood.  About  thirty  years  ago  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  he  established  the  Fancikks'  Gazette,  of 
wliicli  he  was  publisher  and  editor  until  his  death  in  1892.  Mr.  Pierce  was  one  of  the  most  influ- 
enllal  men  in  the  fancy,  a  very  popular  judge,  and  a  poultry  artist  of  considerable  ability.  So  it 
was  quite  natural  that  his  sons  should  gain  distinction  in  the  poultry  world.  Tlie  best  known  of 
tlieni  Is  W.  C.  Pierce,  whom  many  consider  the  most  thoroughly  informed  man  in  America  on 
reiiuirements  for  and  characteristics  of  "Standard"  poultry. 


publisher's  mind  whether  it  was  advis- 
able to  take  the  case  as  a  routine  matter 
to  an  A.  P.  A.  court  or  to  deal  with  it  in 
some  other  way. 

.Mr.  Tormohlen  tells  us  that  while  the 
A.  I'.  .V.  attorney  would  handle  thou- 
sands of  cases  that  would  never  reach 
the  courts,  "he  would  not  take  months  in 
finding  out  whether  he  had  a  case  —  a 
real  case  of  fraud  —  as  it  is  with  the  asso- 
ciation today,  before  he  could  take  real 
aggressive  action  and  strike  terror  to  the 
heart  of  the  evil  doer." 

M  r.  Tormohlen  also  tells  us  that  he  is 
himself  a  lawyer,  and  that  it  is  because 
he  is  a  lawyer  tiiat  lie  realizes  so  well  how 
much  better  a  lawyer  would  handle  these 
affairs  than  they  are  handled  now.  I  do 
not  wish  to  do  him  any  injustice,  but  I 
must  confess  that  it  seems  strange  to  me 
that,  if  as  a  lawyer  he  is  familiar  with 
the  histories  of  the  various  cases  of  fraud 
in  poultry  transactions  that  have  been 
uncovered,  he  should  suppose  that  a 
lawyer  would  take  any  of  these  cases  in 
their  inception  and  take  prompt  action 
which  would  have  such  striking  results 


much  more  of  it  requiring  the  services  of 
a  lawyer. 

It  has  been  suggested  many  times  that^ 
the  A.  P.  A.  ought  to  act  for  its  members 
or  assist  them  in  such  way  as  would  be 
most  appropriate  in  case  where  the  indi- 
vidual having  a  grievance  was  at  a  very 
great  disadvantage,  as,  for  instance,  in 
case  of  an  individual  trying  to  collect 
damages  for  loss  of  stock  from  an  express 
company.  In  line  with  this  policy  the 
association  might  appropriately  co-oper- 
ate with  an  injured  party  in  cases  of  the 
kind  Mr.  Tormohlen's  lawyer  would  in- 
vestigate, but  there  is  no  need  to  call  in  a 
lawyer  except  for  cases  where  legal  ad- 
vice or  services  are  needed,  ami  the  ninn- 
ber  of  such  cases  is  so  small  that  it  is 
absurd  to  think  of  employing  an  attorney 
to  give  his  services  exclusively  to  the  as- 
sociation. 


Show  Secretaries  —  Take  Notice 

Write  for  the  American  White  Plym- 
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SADIE'S  SYSTEM  OF  POULTRY 
CULTURE 

FOR  a  good  many  years  the  National 
SlocLiiiun  and  Farmer,  of  Pittsburg, 
has  been  one  of  the  agricultural 
papers  conspicuous  for  its  good  poultry 
department.  It  is  therefore  a  great  sur- 
prise and  disappointment  to  lind  in  it 
such  an  article  as  that  entitled,  "A  (iirl's 
Success  With  Poultry,"  in  the  July  i'4th 
issue. 

This  article  is  contributed  by  one  sign- 
ing "  W.  C.  C,  Michigan."  It  purports 
to  tell  the  story  of  an  orphan  grand- 
daughter of  a  prosperous  farmer  who, 
after  graduating  from  a  high  school,  was 
sent  to  Chicago  to  study  music  and  sub- 
sequently "  took  a  full  course  in  agri- 
(tulture  and  domestic  science"  at  an  ag- 
ricultural college.  Returning  then  to  the 
farm  she  "entered  actively  into  all  its 
interests,"  but  began  especially  to  de- 
velop poultry. 

A  very  peculiar  situation  existed  upon 
this  farm.  Miss  Sadie  informs  her  grand- 
parents: "  As  nearly  as  I  can  make  out, 
you  have  nearly  one  thousand  fowls  on 
the  place,  with  little  or  no  conveniences 
to  make  their  possession  profitable.  They 
roost  all  over  your  barns,  and  one  has  to 
spend  three  or  four  hours  a  day  to  hunt 
out  their  nests  in  order  to  save  a  tenth 
part  of  the  eggs.  You  who  are  so  method- 
ical in  most  things  are  allowing  this  great 
means  of  profit  to  slip  past  jou  without 
knowing  whether  they  are  profitable  or 
not.  We  have  all  the  eggs  we  want  to 
eat,  and  now  and  then  a  fat  rooster  to 
cook;  but  don'i  you  know  that,  under 
the  existing  conditions,  these  eggs  are 
costing  you  about  sixty  cents  a  dozen,  and 
the  fat  chicks  abou*^^  two  dollars  a  pound? 
That  is  costly  eating,  even  for  a  farmer 
who  has  nearly  one  thousand  acres  of 
land  and  nearly  six  thousand  head  of 
stock." 

To  anyone  who  knows  anything  about 
either  poultry  or  farming,  that  statement 
of  conditions  immediately  casts  suspicion 
upon  the  "story" — even  if  it  does  not 
entirely  discredit  it.  "W.  C.  C."  vouches 
for  it  and  following  statements  as  "per- 
fectly true. ' ' 

He  says  that,  beginning  in  March, 
Miss  Sadie  promptly  sold  of!"  all  the  poul- 
try stock  on  the  farm  but  115  grade 
Barred  Rocks,  and  bought  907  pure  bred 
Barred  Rocks  from  reliable  dealers.  Now 
she  has  on  the  place  three  year  olds, 
1,79()  two  year  olds,  L',00!)  pullets,  and 
.■{,(ioS  chickens.  And  last  year  she  made 
a  profit  of  over  $(>,()( )0. 

Everything  Miss  Sadie  touches  turns  to 
poultry  and  profit.  From  400  eggs  set 
last  November  she  hatched  384  chicks. 
Sixty  of  the  cockerels  of  this  lot  were 
caponized  when  ten  weeks  old,  and  were 
almost  immediately  put  in  crates  for  crate 
feeding.  The  entire  number  lived  and 
thrived  during  nearly  three  moid/m  of  crate 
feeding,  weighing  at  the  en  1  of  tliat  time 
Sl4  lbs.  each,  and  bringing  5oc.  a  pound 
when  sold. 

.\mong  the  other  unique  stunts  wiiich 
contribute  to  wonderful  results  by  the 
Sadie  System  was  sending  a  man  to  the 
alfalfa  field  when  the  alfalfa  began  to 
grow  about  March  1st,  with  a  lawn 
mower  with  grass  catcher  attachment. 
In  this  way  was  gathered  three  bushels 
of  alfalfa  daily  which  was  consumed  by 
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Successful  Poultrymen 
.VilTsu" .  Clean  Fowls 

le  juat  the  thiner  for  Bitters,  as  it  does  not  harm  eegs 
or  chicks.    Keep  your  hens  free  from  lice  and  they 


will  thrive  and  be  profitable.  100  oz.  $1.00;  iSoz.  50 
cts..  15  oz.  25  cts.  LarKe  sample  of  Powder  or  Uead- 
lice  Ointment  10  cts.  'Secrets  of  Success  with  Poul- 
try" l>y  D.  J.  Lambert  for  2c  stamp. 
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The  Plymouth   Rocks.    Edited  by 
W.  C.  Denny  and  J.  H.  Drevenstedt. 
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the  sixty  capons  in  the  crates,  producing 
remarkable  growth. 

Now  three  bushels  daily  of  fine  cut 
alfalfa  leaves  only  allows  a  little  over  a 
quart  and  a  half  to  each  chick,  which 
chicks,  when  they  began  to  eat  alfalfa  at 
this  rate,  only  weighed  two  pounds  each. 
But  this  quart  and  a  half  of  alfalfa  was 
only  a  minor  part  of  the  ration.  We  are 
informed  that  the  principal  part  of  it  was 
wheat  and  corn  ground  up  together  and 
mixed  with  buttermilk  or  sour  milk,  and 
that  every  day  from  eight  to  ten  beets 
(presumably  large  mangles)  were  fed  to 
these  chickens,  .fust  how  much  grain 
they  ate  with  the  consumption  of  green 
food  on  this  scale  is  not  stated,  but  as  we 
are  informed  that  the  ground  grain  and 
milk  constituted  the  principal  part  of 
their  food,  it  seems  not  unreasonable  to 
suppose  the  allowance  was  about  a  peck 
of  the  ground  grains  and  a  gallon  of  milk 
a  day  per  bird. 

The  reader  may  think  that  this  was 
enough,  but,  no.  Several  times  a  week 
they  had  cabbage  leaves  or  alfalfa  meal, 
and  a  mixture  of  "  dried  feed,"  consist- 
ing of  bran,  salt,  and  flaxseeil  meal  was 
always  before  them. 

The  paper  that  publishes  this  calls  itself 
"  The  World's  Greatest  Farm  Paper."  I 
wonder  if  it  ever  makes  such  slips  as  this 
in  regard  to  other  subjects. 


WHAT  IS  A  "FRAUDULENT 
PRACTICE?" 

MON'El)  by  my  cold-blooded  state- 
ment in  the  June  issue,  of  the  facts 
and  conditions  relating  to  the 
question  of  the  bleaching  of  white  birds 
for  exhibition,  my  good  friend,  Mr.  .John 
IT.  Moore,  takes  two  pages  in  the  August 
issue  of  the  Foullry  Item  to  discuss  my 
attitude  on  that  question. 

Mr.  ^loore  says  that  his  inclination 
was  to  send  the  article  to  F.-P. ,  thus  re- 
plying direct  to  what  I  said,  but  he  in- 
ferred that  I  was  rather  cool  toward  a 
continuance  of  a  discussion  of  this  ques- 
tion. Undoubtedly  that  is  the  ca'se,  for 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief, 
the  question  is  practically  settled  and 
there  is  nothing  to  be  accomplished  by 
further  extended  discussion. 

The  aim  of  Mr.  Moore's  article  ap- 
pears to  be  to  reiterate  his  well  known 
views  as  to  the  abominable  iniquity  of 
laundering  white  fowls,  and  to  show  that 
my  present  attitude  in  the  matter  is  not 
consistent  with  some  previous  statements 
—  as  interpreted  by  Mr.  Moore.  Not  so 
much  space  is  required  for  this,  but  it 
takes  a  good  deal  to  properly  show  the 
reader  that  in  spite  of  my  lamentable 
backsliding  in  this  matter  I  am  not  yet 
fully  qualified  for  free  passage  to  Hades 
and  a  seat  at  the  right  hand  of  his  Sa- 
tanic ^lajesty. 

Mr.  Moore's  entire  case  against  me 
seems  to  be  built  up  on  a  particular  inter- 
pretation of  the  term  "  fraudulent,"  as 
applied  to  fitting  exhibition  birds,  and 
on  the  assumption  that  a  hypothetical 
statement  in  which  I  once  used  that 
term  was  a  direct  condemnation  by  me 
of  bleaching  as  "fraudulent."  He  says 
that  I  applied  the  term  to  the  practice 
without  qualification.  T'ndoubtedly  I 
did,  but  it  does  not  necessarily  follow 
that  I  meant  by  "  fraudulent  "  what  he 
attributes  to  me.  The  term  has  quite  a 
range  of  meanings,  and  its  common 
meaning  in  such  a  connection  is  simply 
that  which  Webster  states  as  "obtained 
or  performed  by  artitice,"  that  is,  by  "an 
artful,  ingenious  or  elaborate  trick." 

I  might  not  care  to  engage  in  a  compe- 
tition in  which  such  tricks  were  common 
and  quite  indispensable  if  one  would  win ; 


but  I  would  not  on  that  account  condemn 
them  and  those  who  practiced  them. 
There  cannot  be  anything  so  very  wicked 
in  tricks  that  are  not  "in  themselves  sin- 
ful," and  that  are  so  far  from  being 
secret  that  they  are  common  subjects  of 
discussion. 

Mr.  Moore  is  also  disposed  to  reproach 
me  for  being  more  concerned  about  the 
effects  of  what  he  calls  an  "indefensible" 
practice  upon  trade  than  with  the  right 
or  wrong  of  the  practice.  Why  not? 
Right  and  wrong  in  such  matters  are 
largely  questions  of  opinion.  Trade  con- 
ditions are  very  important  facts.  ^Ir. 
Moore  admits  that  he  also  has  been  influ- 
enced by  such  considerations,  but  asserts 
that  his  chief  objection  has  been  on  moral 
and  ethical  grounds.  He  will  concede 
that  if  I  do  not  think  it  advisable  to 
agitate  against  these  practices  it  is  my 
privilege  to  remain  silent;  but  he  re- 
marks that  "  as  a  man  of  very  consid- 
erable understanding  he  (Robinson)  is 
aware  whether  it  is  his  duty  to  his  readers, 
and  to  the  poultry  association  of  which 
he  is  a  member,  to  select  Silence  as  his 
motto  in  regard  to  the  practices  to  which 
I  allude." 

But  I  have  not  selected  "silence."  On 
the  contrary,  I  stated  facts,  and  my  atti- 
tude upon  the  one  practice  against  which 
Mr.  Moore  inveighs;  and  this  was  the 
cause  of  his  article. 


Gold  Specials  and  Extra  Specials 
at  Brockton. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  ofl'er  of  9")  in 
gold  for  the  best  six  birds,  consisting  of 
two  males  and  four  females  in  all  open 


classes  for  poultry,  the  Brockton  Fair 
management  offers  this  year  extra  gold 
specials  in  the  form  of  three  prizes,  S"-'it, 
>510,  and  8-5  to  the  exhibitors  winning  the 
highest,  second  hishest,  and  tliird  highest 
number  of  points  on  one  variety,  under 
the  following  rules : 

In  each  variety  that  competes,  there 
must  be  not  less  than  forty  single  birds 
shown  in  the  four  open  classes  and  not 
less  than  three  pens,  1  pen  awards  to 
count  the  same  as  awards  on  single  birds; 
first  prize  to  count  6  points;  second  prize, 
4  points;  third  prize,  :!  points;  fourth 
prize,  2  points;  fifth  prize,  1  point. 

For  full  particulars  see  the  premium 
list.  Be  sure  and  make  your  entry  so 
that  you  can  compete  for  these  specials. 


A  Carload  of  Portable  Houses  a 
Day 

The  E.  C.  Young  Co.,  Randolph,  Mass., 
began  the  manufacture  of  portable  poul- 
try houses,  poultry  coops,  and  other 
wooden  articles  for  pouliry  keepers  five 
years  ago.  Thus  its  business  life  in  this 
line  covers  more  years  when  business  has 
generally  been  considered  dull  than  when 
it  was  good. 

But  this  company,  putting  out  goods 
that  buyers  want  at  popular  prices,  and 
pushing  its  business  energetically,  has 
grown  steadily  right  through  the  dull 
times,  not  only  increasing  iis  output  of 
poultry  houses  and  supplies,  but  adding 
to  its  line  garages,  camps,  etc. 

Stopping  ofi'  at  Randolph  one  day  in 
August,  we  found  the  Young  Company 
had  just  completed  another  addition  to 
its  factory ;  had  its  store  rooms  and  sheds 
ovei flowing  with  material;  some  twenty 
men  at  work,  and  was  each  day  loading  a 
full  car  with  houses  in  knock-down  form 
to  go  to  the  junction  at  Manslield,  Mass., 
where  their  freight  is  separated  and  each 
shipment  started  on  the  route  to  its  par- 
ticular destination. 


September 

ire  Quality  man  Ever 
at  Drove  Hill  TDIs  Year 

Early  Chicks  for  Fall  Fairs 

Later  Chicks  for  Early  Winter  Shows 

We  can  supply  you  with  winners 
in  either  BARRED  PLYWOUTH 
ROCKS  OR  SINGLE  COMB 
BROWN  LEGHORNS. 

WELL  BALANCED  BIRDS 
GROVE  HILL  POULTRy  YARDS 

Box  666,  WALTHAM,  MASS. 


Mirlmlchi  Quality 

5.  C  Rhode  Island  Reds 
White  Plymouth  Rooks 
and  White  Wyandottes. 

Winners  at  Now  York,  lios(oi).  Brockton,  Fi  ovi- 
dence,  and  Attleboro.  Cockeresl,  Pullets, 
Cocks  and  Hens  that  will  win  for  you.  Prices 
low.    Satisfaction  iruaranteed.    Catalogue  free. 

MIRIMICHI  POULTRY  FARM. 

FOXBORO,  MASS. 

AV.  H.  SA.VKT.  M.-iiiii^-er. 

Bargains  in  Wall  Board 
and  Asphalt  Roofing 

Waterproof  board  for  outside 
use.  Write,  call  or  telephone  for 
samples  and  prices. 

WALDO  BROTHERS  Inc., 

45-49  B2tterymarch  Street, 
BOSTON,  MASS. 

1.  Fort  Hill  :!H0 


Last  Chance 

TO  GET 

First  Lessons  in  Poultry-Keeping 

FIRST  YEAR  COURSE 


Our  stock  of  the  second  year  course 
of  "  First  Lessons  in  Poultry-Keeping  '' 
is  sold  out.  We  have  on  band  only  a 
few  hundred  copies  of  the  First  Yeai 
Course,  which  is  the  book  of  most  gen- 
eral interest  and  that  has  been  most  in 
demand,  going  through  several  editions 
to  every  one  of  the  second  series. 
These  books  are  not  to  be  republished 
in  the  old  form,  or  to  sell  at  the  low 
price  at  which  they  have  been  sold, 
for  the  first  series  in  particular  gave 
far  too  much  for  the  money. 

This  is  not  a  special  offer.  We  are 
not  making  any  reduction  on  the  book 
either  separately  or  in  combination. 
We  simply  call  the  attention  of  read- 
ers to  the  fact  that  the  opportunity  to 
get  the  book  will  be  open  for  only  a 
short  time  longer.  Those  who  are  re- 
newing now  and  want  a  general  book 
on  poultry  keeping  will  find  it  to  their 
advantage  to  buy  this  one  at  the  regu- 
lar combination  price. 

•' First  Lessons  in  Poultry-Keeping," 
First  Year  Course,  is  a  book  of  168 
pages,  containing  twenty-one  lessons 
dealing  exclusively  with  fowls  and 
their  care  and  management.  The  ar- 
rangement of  the  lessons  follows 
closely  the  poultry  work  of  the  year. 
For  this  reason,  and  because  of  the 
attention  it  gives  to  little  details  likely 
to  be  overlooked,  many  veteran  poul- 
try keepers  use  it  for  a  reference  book, 
preferring  it  for  that  purpose  to  any 
other.  It  does  not  treat  its  Bubjects 
as  fully  as  some  of  the  author's  other 
works,  but  gives  all  that  most  poultry 
keepers  want  in  their  practice.  It  is 
well  illustrated,  and  has  paper  cover 
Price  50  cts.  With  FARM-POULTRY 
one  year,  75  cts. 

FARM-POULTRY  PUB.  CO., 

39  Sudbury  St.         Boston,  Mass. 


1915 

"LABORATORY  COURSE"  FOR 
COLLEGE  STUDENTS  IN 
POULTRY  HUSBANDRY 

AX  assistant  in  poultry  at  an  agricul- 
tural college  asks:    "  What  do 
you  consider  a  suitable  laboratory 
course  for  first  and  second  years?  " 

By  "laboratory  course"  is  meant  here, 
I  suppose,  work  for  students  in  the  lab- 
oratory. Such  work  as  studying  eggs, 
food,  or  feathers  with  a  microscope:  dis- 
secting poultry,  judging  poultry,  design- 
ing appliances  and  houses,  etc.,  etc.  I 
have  never  tried  to  work  out  such  a 
course.  In  planning  "  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Poultry  Culture,"  I  tried,  as 
far  as  possible,  to  make  a  text  that  would 
tend  to  develop  treatment  of  the  subject 
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practice  and  opportunities  for  observa- 
tion of  the  kind  and  on  the  scale  desir- 
able to  enable  students  to  profit  fully  by 
their  class  room  work. 

Frankly,  I  don't  know  what  I'd  do  if  I 
had  to  provide  "  laboratory  "  courses  for 
two  or  more  years  for  poultry  classes.  I 
think  the  situation  would  get  on  my 
nerves  to  such  an  extent  that  I'd  do  some- 
thing desperate. 

As  matters  stand,  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  easiest  way  is  for  instructors  at  each 
institution  to  learn  what  other  instructors 
have  found  most  satisfactory,  and  adapt 
as  much  of  the  best  exercises  from  every 
where  as  they  can  use  to  advantage.  And 
under  existing  conditions  the  instructor 
devising  such  a  course  should  not  be  too 
exacting  in  his  efforts  to  make  it  a  meri- 
torious one,  carefully  arranged  and  each 
part  designed  to  be  plainly  serviceable. 


I  then  heard  with  great  satisfaction  that 
a  section  of  poultry  would  be  founded. 
A  small  typical  poultry  plant  was  built, 
and  by  persisting  I  obtained  tbe  permis- 
sion to  take  care  of  this  establishment.  I 
now  dispose  of  two  incubators  and  two 
fictitious  mothers,  with  which  I  can  make 
a  practice  study. 

In  the  meantime,  I  looked  for  books  in 
order  to  make  a  deep  study,  when  at  last 
a  I)ut(;h  gentleman  was  so  kind  to  give 
me  three  books  for  reading.  As  they 
seem  very  useful  to  me,  and  as  I  attach  a 
great  importance  to  each  of  them,  I  should 
like  to  possess  those  books. 

I'nhappily,  a  prisoner  does  not  dispose 
of  much  money  for  buying  books  in  war 
time,  and  the  relations  with  my  family 
being  dillicult  or  nearly  impossible  now, 
I  make  so  free  to  beg  you  for  such  a  book, 
as  I  saw  your  honorable  name  on  one  of 
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200  Page 
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Book 
FREE 


in  which  that  kind  of  laboratory  practice 
would  be  reduced  to  the  minimum. 

I  am  aware  that  some  instructors  would 
prefer  a  book  that  gave  more  recognition 
to  laboratory  methods  as  they  have  been 
developed  in  agricultural  college  poultry 
courses,  but  I  felt  that  this  was  a  matter 
that  ought  to  be  left  more  to  the  various 
instructors  to  develop  according  to  cir- 
cumstances, from  their  familiarity  with 
laboratory  conditions  in  their  own  insti- 
tutions, and  in  accordance  with  the  ex- 
tent to  which  work  more  or  less  closely 
related  to  poultry  studies  was  taken  in 
connection  with  other  subjects. 

The  tendency  to  over-develop  "  labora- 
tory "  work  arose  almost  immediately 
upon  the  introduction  of  courses  in  poul- 
try husbandry.  It  was  due  in  part  to  the 
influence  of  general  methods  of  study 
and  in  part  to  the  desirability  of  giving 
students  something  to  occupy  their  time 
without  wearing  out  the  instructor.  It 
developed  naturally  along  the  lines  easiest 
for  instructors  and  most  interesting  to 
students, —  witli  very  little  reference  to 
the  actual  practical  value  of  the  exercises. 

Seldom  has  a  class  of  instructors  had 
as  dithcult  a  task  as  that  which  con- 
fronted our  instructors  in  poultry  hus- 
bandry when  they  began,  and  though 
much  has  been  done  to  provide  occupa- 
tion for  students,  the  instructors  are  only 
partially  relieved. 

The  root  of  the  dithculty  lies  in  the  fact 
that  the  great  need  of  the  student  is  not 
for  laboralory  practice,  but  loT  j'arin  prac- 
tice, or  poultry  yard  practice.  How  to 
get  this  is  a  problem.  Some  progress  is 
being  made  toward  its  solution,  as  facil- 
ities for  student  practice  are  increased  at 
various  institutions,  but  it  would  take  a 
big  plant  with  a  group  of  men  of  diversi- 
fied talent  and  experience  to  provide 


White  Leghorns  ui  Cornfield 

Nor  ought  he  to  insist  too  much  upon 
students  rigidly  following  the  prescribed 
method  with  any  piece  of  laboratory 
work.  Rather  he  should  welcome  any 
manifestation  of  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  a  student  to  go  beyond  what  is 
required  or  to  go  in  a  somewhat  different 
direction,  provided  the  efl'ort  is  intelli- 
gently planned.  A  bright  student  with  a 
bent  for  such  exercises  may  perhaps  de- 
velop one  of  special  value,  or  at  least 
develop  his  idea  to  the  point  where  an 
instructor  could  take  it  up  and  make  it 
serviceable. 


An  Interned  Poultryman  in 
Holland 

Harderwijk,  July  2:1,  191.5. 

Gentlemen: — Since  some  time  I  am 
very  busy  with  poultry,  as  I  intend  to 
establish  myself  as  a  poultry  keeper. 
Some  time  before  the  war  broke  out  I 
was  already  very  buny  with  it,  and  I 
wrote  on  all  sides  for  information.  I  then 
intended  to  buy  some  books  as  to  this 
branch,  and  soon,  unhappily,  the  war 
broke  out,  and  as  I  had  decided  to  ful- 
fil my  patriotic  duties,  I  enlisted  as  a 
volunteer  for  the  war. 

The  fate  was  sorrily  unfavorable  to  me, 
and  after  the  battle  of  Antwerp  we  were 
obliged  to  pass  into  Holland  in  order  to 
escape  the  enemy.  We  have  been  im- 
prisoned in  several  camps,  and  some 
months  later,  when  all  was  somewhat  in 
order,  the  militfa  authority  took  also  care 
for  the  expansion  of  the  soldier's  utility 
and  amusement. 

We  got  a  school  for  all  imaginal)le 
branches,  so  that  everyone  was  able  to 
perfect  himself  in  his  branch,  and,  doing 
so,  the  empty  time  would  be  spent  use- 
fully. 


them  treating  poultry.  The  title  was: 
"  Poultry-Craft"  —  "  What  to  Do— How 
to  Do  It,"  by  John  H.  Robinson. 

I  think  this  book  very  interesting  and 
most  useful  to  me,  as  the  author  mentions 
himself:  "Completely  indexed  for  the 
convenience  of  busy  poople." 

I  am  twenty-three  years  of  age  and  was 
at  a  commercial  house  these  four  years. 
I  intended  to  establish  myself  with  my 
brother,  who  is  yet  at  the  front  in  Bel- 
gium, after  having  deeply  studied  the 
whole  branch. 

I  hope  that  you  will  understand  my 
situation  here,  and  be  so  kind  to  excuse 
my  call.  Tell  me  how  I  can  be  of  service 
to  you.  The  pleasure  you  will  do  me  is 
too  great. 

With  my  best  thanks  beforehand,  I 
remain,  gentlemen,  yours  faithfully, 
Louts  Gkkkts, 
3d  Battcrie  de  Liege,  Kamp-Harderwijk. 


Misplaced  Leg^ends 

By  an  error  in  making  up  page  17!)  of 
our  August  number  the  legends  for  the 
cut  at  the  top  and  that  at  the  middle  of 
the  page  were  transposed. 


SAND'S 

S.  C.  White  Leghorns. 

Orders  for  Pullets  for  Fall  Delivery  Ac- 
cepted Now  at  to  $X«  i)er  dozen 

Splenillil  Rt;iii(lar<l  utility  sliRiii.    All  pens  were 

iii:itc(l  wltli  miiles  from  hltrh  producing  dams 
COCKS  OK  COCK  Kit  K1.S  FOK  .SAI.K  NOW 
All  chirks  liatched  from  my  own  strain  of  breeders 
LKKOY  K.  SAN  OS  POULTRY  FARM, 
Htiwley,  Wayne  Co.,  Pa. 


BLUE.  HE.N 
Colony  Brooder 

The  only  colony  brooder 
heated  by  hoi  water 
Sold  by  alt  dealers 
WATSON  MANUFACTURING  CO. 
Drawer   ''^  Lanc€uter,  Pa. 


I  WANT  THE  NAME  OF  EVERY 

WYANDOTTE  BREEDER 


JUST  YOUR  NAMK 

ON  A  Postal 


Send  no  Money 

J.  E.  VAN  DUZEEJr., 

ST.  PAUL,  MINN 


Carrier  50 


Your  Prize  Winners— Your  Egg  Layers 

Must  be  kept  srowing.  They  need  and  must  have 
tlie  proper  egg,  bone,  muede,  and  feather  develop- 
ing feeds. 

Orr's  Poultry  Feeds 

arc  noted  for  their  Purity  and  Freshness.  Are 
tlie  ideal  feeds  for  the  growing  <'hlck.  molting,  or 
laying  fowl.   The  atiiiost  in  Poultry  Feedit. 

Send  for  circular  and  price  list. 
Wm.  Orr  &  Sons,  Box  3,  Orr's  Mills,  N.  Y, 


ILLING" 
PON^ 
TOOLS 


MORE  THAN  DOUBLE 
YOUR  COCKEREL  PROFITS 

Capons  grow  twice  as  large  on  ttie  .same 
amount  of  feed  and  bring  twice  the 
price  per  pound. 

Complete  set  of  relial>le,  prac- 
tical, easy-to-use  KZ.f\ 
Capon  Tools  .  .  >D ttZ. •  Ovy 
— tull.  Illustrated  Inst  ructions  In- 
cluded.  Parcel  Post  prepaid. 

P.  PILLING  &  SON  CO:.  Phlla..  Pa. 

Send  for  FREE  Capon  Dook 


Capons  bring 
30c  per  lb. 
Roosters  15c 


When  writing  to  Advertisers  always 
mention  Farm-Poultry 


THE  BEST  IN  EXHIBITION  and  BRED-TO-LAY 

BARRED  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 

After  May  1st,  will  sell  our  best  Bre<l-to-Lay  sittiiie  of  eses  at  $3  or  $12  a  hundred. 

All  females  in  these  pens  laid  200  eggs  or  over  in  their  pullet  year.   Mated  to  males  from  206,  KO,  aod 
241  egg  hens.   Breeders  with  egg  pedigree  for  sale  fiom  15  up  after  June  Ist. 
TWO  MONTHS  OM>  PI  I.LKT.S,  $l..-,0) 

TWO  MONTHS  OI.I)  COCKEUKL.S,    *^Oo/         Uelivery  1st  of  June 

A  limited  number  of  pedigree  cockerels,  3  months  old,  $.3.  A  small  deposit  paid  now  will  secure  delivery 
when  w.inted.  AMHKRST  POULTKY  FARM  CO.,    Box  723,   Amherst,  Mass. 


WHITE  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 

That  have  been  l>re(l  for  ulililvaiKl  exhibition  excellence.  They  are  nrolitable 
prodiK^ers  of  e,Krtts  an.l  meat  of  l.iKlie^t  nualify.  and  as  i.ri/.e  winners  are  en- 
titled to  rank  with  the  best,  winning  at  Hoston  this  year  first  aii<l  soecial  on 
pullet,  second  pen  fifth  cockerel.  Such  winnings  are  not  accidental,  but  are 
the  result  ol  stea<ly  <le velopnieiit  year  after  year.  It  slioulii  pay  yoa  to  test 
the  merits  of  this  stock.    I»ri<-es  are  reasonable. 


W.  F.  HAYWARD, 


WESTBORO,  MASS. 
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THE  HEN  AS  A  MACHINE 
FALLACY  AGAIN 

WHEN  the  "balanced  ration"  prop- 
aganda began  years  ago,  experi- 
ment station  workers,  and  many 
others,  discussed  it  very  much  along  the 
line  of  considering  the  animal  or  bird 
kept  for  production  as  a  machine  from 
which  the  product  obtained  would  depend 
absolutely  upon  the  feeding  into  the  ma- 
chine the  necessary  amount  and  precise 
proportion  of  food  elements  required  for 
that  product. 

As  a  very  broad  general  fact  that  is  as 
true  as  most  generalizations  can  be,  but 
when  we  undertake  to  apply  it  as  a  work- 
ing principle  it  fails  because  there  are  so 
many  factors  limiting  its  action.  Recog- 
nition of  this  has  led  those  discussing 
balanced  rations  to  avoid  statements 
which  put  too  much  emphasis  on  the  re- 
lation between  the  elements  in  the  food 
consumed  and  the  similar  elements  in  the 
product  produced.  It  is  therefore  some- 
thing of  a  surprise  to  find  in  a  recent 
issue  of  the  Fetalirma  Poultry  Journal  a 
discussion  of  "Balanced  liations,"  at- 
tributed to  Dr.  C.  F.  Patterson,  of  the 
Poultry  Experiment  Station,  at  Mountain 
Grove,  Mo.,  which  adopts  the  generally 
obsolete  line  of  treatment  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Patterson  begins  by  giving  results 
of  some  experimental  pens  of  five  hens 
each  at  the  station.  A  pen  fed  a  ration 
designed  to  supply  material  for  three 
yolks  of  eggs  for  each  white  laid  379  eggs 
in  six  months.  A  pen  fed  a  ration  de- 
signed to  produce  two  whites  to  each  yolk 
laid  2()!)  eggs  in  the  same  time.  A  pen 
supplied  with  equal  white  and  yolk  ma- 
terial, but  "  without  minerals  to  produce 
the  sheila"  laid  Kil  eggs.  A  pen  fed 
what  was  designed  to  be  a  complete  and 
balanced  ration  with  material  for  equal 
numbers  of  yolks  and  wliites,  is  said  to 
have  produced  100:!  eggs.  This  is  cer- 
tainly an  error,  and  probably  should 
read  (iO:;. 

Having  given  the  above  data  as  a  basis 
for  discussion,  Mr.  Patterson  says: 

"Ttieyolk  is  principally  carbohydrates; 
the  white,  protein  ;  and  the  shell  minerals. 
Thus  the  three  parts  of  the  egg  are  made 
from  three  kinds  of  food. 

"The  following  ration  is  fairly  well 
balanced  for  egg  production.  Instead  of 
using  the  terms  carbohydrates  and  pro- 
tein, the  terms  'yolks'  and  'whites'  have 
been  used.  All  fractions  have  been 
omitted,  therefore  the  table  is  only  ap- 
proximately correct. 
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Grain 

Lbs. 

Yolks 

Whites 

Cracked  corn 

].50 

382 

198 

Wheat, 

150 

365 

27:! 

Mash, 

Wheat  bran. 

20 

31 

41 

Middlings, 

2(1 

41 

44 

Corn  meal. 

20 

.",2 

27 

Ground  oats, 

20 

31) 

31 

Gluten  meal. 

20 

4(1 

86 

Beef  scraps, 

:!0 

;!2 

:!:!2 

Alfalfa  meal. 

0 

7 

9 

O.  P.  Oil  meal, 

5 

s 

25 

■140 

100:5 

10(i6 

"The  hens  had  access  to  oyster  shells 
and  grit,  and  were  given  two  pounds  of 
fine  table  salt  and  four  pounds  of  fine 
charcoal  in  the  aljove  masli. 

"  The  basis  for  computing  the  number 
of  yolks  and  whites  produced  by  each 
kind  of  feed  was  that  one  pound  of  car- 
bohydrates would  produce  :ij/|  yolks;  one 
pound  of  protein  would  produce  Ki-'; 
whites,  this  being  the  rate  of  the  average 
hen  here  at  the  station. 

"  It  will  be  seen  that  from  1.10  pounds 
of  corn,  :!S2  yolks  and  198  whites  are  pro- 
duced;  therefore,  it  is  not  a  balanced 
ration.  The  extra  yolks  are  built  into 
fat.  In  this  way,  hens  fed  on  corn  alone 
get  extra  fat,  and  we  hear  the  old  expres- 
sion that  'the  hen  is  too  fat  to  lay.'  The 
expression  should  be  changed  to  read: 
'  The  hen  can't  lay  is  the  reason  she  gets 
too  fat.' 


' '  A  simple  ration  may  be  made  as  fol- 
lows: 

150  lbs.  cracked  corn, 
1.50  lbs.  wheat, 
25  lbs.  beef  scrap, 


Yolks  Whites 

382  198 
273 
275 


365 
25 


746 


"This  ration  would  give  best  results 
where  the  hens  have  free  range,  because 
it  contains  no  mash,  thus  requiring  the 
hens  to  do  the  grinding  of  the  food.  The 
kind  of  food  she  gets  on  the  range  should 
be  considered,  however. 

"  If  a  hen  has  the  ability  to  produce 
24  eggs  in  one  month  when  fed  a  balanced 
ration,  but  is  fed  an  unbalanced  ration 
like  corn  alone,  which  produces  two  yolks 
for  eacli  white,  instead  of  making  48 
yolks  in  order  to  produce  L'4  eggs,  she 
makes  only  the  24  yolks,  but  can  com- 
plete only  12  eggs.  The  same  thing  is 
true  of  the  whites.  It  is  the  same  propo- 
sition of  '  no  chain  being  stronger  than 
its  weakest  link.'  No  hen  will  lay  more 
eggs  than  the  weakest  part  of  the  feed 
ration." 

This  discussion  leaves'out  of  considera- 
tion the  requirements  of  the  hen  for 
maintenance.  In  that  it  falls  short  of 
the  ancient  way  of  dealing  with  the  prob- 


strength  and  vitality  are  much  reduced 
and  in  rare  cases  exhausted. 

Now  let  us  look  at  Mr.  Patterson's  fig- 
ures from  another  point  of  view.  Let  us 
assume  that  he  uses  them  properly,  and 
that  hens  fed  440  lbs.  of  the  first  ration 
given  will  lay  approximately  l,u00  eggs, 
that  being  as  many  as  the  ration  supplies 
yolks  for.  Suppose  his  hens  consume  90 
lbs.  each  of  the  ration  in  a  year,  and  that 
this  441)  lbs.  of  food  is  the  year's  supply 
for  five  hens.  They  should  lay  200  eggs 
each.  But  now  take  the  second  simple 
ration.  It  is  supposed  to  supply  material 
for  772  yolks  but  only  740  whites.  So 
there  can  be  only  746  eggs  produced.  At 
an  allowance  of  90  lbs.  of  food  per  hen, 
the  325  lbs.  is  sufiicient  for  three  and  a 
half  hens,  and  instead  of  200  eggs  per 
hen,  we  have  213  eggs  per  hen.  That  is, 
the  simple  ration  is  634%  more  efficient 
for  egg  production. 

This  simple  ration  contains  beef  scrap 
to  the  amount  of  one-twelfth  the  weight 
of  the  grains  used.  The  other  ration  con- 
tains high   concentrates  —  gluten  meal, 
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lem.  By  that  mode  the  first  problem  is 
to  ascertain  the  maintenance  require- 
ments and  then  find  how  much  is  needed 
to  maintain  any  desired  volume  of  egg 
production.  Satisfactory  solutions  of  the 
problem  in  practice  are  not  obtained 
because  of  difi'erences  in  individual  ani- 
mals and  constant  fluctuations  in  con- 
ditions afiecting  maintenance.  Thus  the 
normal  temperature  of  the  body  requires 
more  or  less  of  the  carbohydrates  accord- 
ing to  the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere. 
Also  an  active  creature  uses  up  more  of 
these  elements  in  "energy"  than  a  less 
active  one.  The  e.xcess  of  heat,  energy, 
and  fat  producing  elements  does  not  go 
to  fat  unless  it  is  not  needed  for  warmth 
and  motion. 

When  the  carbohydrate  elements  in 
the  food  are  insuliicient,  a  part  of  the 
protein  consumed  may  be  used  to  supply 
the  deficiency.  Apparently  the  animal 
organism  can  burn  proteins  for  heat  and 
energy,  but  cannot  use  carbohydrates 
directly  in  building  (growth)  and  pro- 
duction. While,  theoretically,  the  body 
would  supply  its  own  wants  first  and  use 
the  surplus  for  production,  (repro<hic- 
tion),  as  a  matter  of  fact  rei)roduction 
occurs  to  some  extent  whether  the  body 
is  fully  nourished  or  not,  and  not  infre- 
(piently  the  body  is  weakened  by  being 
overdrawn  upon  for  that  purpose.  This, 
of  course,  cannot  continue  indefinitely, 
but  it  often  does  go  on  until  the  creature's 


beef  scrap,  and  oil  meal  to  the  amount 
of  about  one-seventh  of  the  weight  of  the 
other  ingredients.  Why  use  gluten  and 
oil  meal? 


"THEM  THAT  HAS  GITS." 

(  (  '"T^Hl';  cry  that  the  American  fancy 
J[  is  going  to  the  demnition  bow- 
wows, is  largely  inlluenced  by 
the  indifference  of  the  poultry  press  of 
today  toward  the  less  popular  breeds  and 
varieties  and  the  consistent  and  persistent 
advertising  of  the  several  popular  breeds 
or  varieties  which  are  continually  in  the 
light  of  publicity,  either  as  exhibition 
specimens  or  star  performers  at  some  egg 
laying  contest.  .\t  the  same  time  we 
have  gone  long  on  chicken  professors, 
but  have  run  short  on  poultry  fanciers. 
That's  about  the  size  of  it."— .1.  II.  Drkv- 
icNSTHDT,  in  American  Fancier  g,nd  SlOfk- 
Keeper. 

'  As  an  old  poultry  journalist,  "  Drev." 
ought  to  know  that  the  indiireren(;e  of  the 
poultry  press  toward  any  breed  or  any- 
thing else  in  which  poultrymen  are  inter- 
ested is  but  a  reflection  of  indiflerence 
among  poultry  keepers.  In  the  nature 
of  the  case  the  vast  majority  of  persons 
keeping  poultry  are  going  to  be  interested 
directly  in  the  few  varieties  of  poultry 
that  best  suit  the  average  person  under 
average  conditions. 
The  fortunes  of  these  popular  varieties 


September 


MOTHERS 

and  Grandmothers  for 
Over  100  Years  Have 
used  and  recommended 


Johnson's 
liniment 


For  Coughs,  Colds,  Croup, 

Cramps,  Colic. 
Dropped  on  sugar  children 
love  to  take  it. 

Used  Externally  it  quickly 
relieves  Sprains,  Bruises, 
Cuts,  Sore  Muscles  and 
Rheumatism. 

25  and  50  Cents  at  Dealers. 
I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO,,  Inc.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Parsons'  Pills 

Make  the  Liver  Active. 

THE  MAINE 
SHIPPING  COOP 

A  one  man  saffty  Incloscil  slilpidnK  coop,  par- 
tu  ularly  convenient  for  shiiipltit;  poultry  to  inarket 
and  liandlini.'  the  same  on  (he  farm.  As  easy  to 
liHi'dle  as  a  bastct.  Confoinis  to  exprePR  reenla- 
tions  Phiiipcii  Hat.  (J  coops.  *1  00.  Circular.  Dis- 
counts to  dealers. 

I-.  S.  KOIJKKTS,  Noi  ivay,  Maine. 


$1,569.89  on  a  Town  Lot 

Here  is  a  human  interest  story 
of  how  Mr.  Carter  made  this  real 
money  with  Buffalo  Equipment, 
Everyone  interested  in  makine 
money  out  of  poultry  should  asK 
for  our  March  circular  and  cata- 
loRueof  Buffalo  Incubators  and 
Brooder.s. 

BUFFALO  INCUBATOR  CO. 
Chas.  A.  Cyphers.  Pres. 
;s  Dewitt  Street    Buffalo.  N.  Y. 


KILLS  4 
FOR  Ic. 


RATS 


Hat  fuie  \n  tabk-l  fonn.  No  nilxinc:  reatly  to  feed, 
Kvery  tablet  a  Hat  or  M  onse  le-s.  No  odor. 
1  hiekeiis,  l)o;rs,  C.-ils  or  o'ber  animals  don't 
loucli  Satisfaction  (;uaian(eed  or  money  refunded, 
400  tablets,  $1  Booklet  No.  2  free.  Adents  wanted. 
MOKISKITE  JIK(;.  CO..  Kloonitield.  N.  .1. 


Adjustable  Clinch 

ZSi  POULTRY  BANDS 

Irr  /^^^■^V  ^"  better  made.  2.5,  20c.:  50, 
/  ^ICUJm  'it'-eSi'.:  200,  tl:  .500.  »2.25. 

V^-^^jl  Nunibereil  as  desired.  Samples 
^'"■1 "        >    I  "  free. 
FH  ANK  <  KOSS,  R  >x  .WS,  MoiitaKue,  Mass. 


2354  Eggs  from  lO  Jlens 

Th:ifs  wh;it  Director  Tom 
■Quisenberrydoc.sat  the  Mis- 
^■Bouri  State  Experiment  Sta- 
tion. You  may  not  do  that 
well  but 
Learn  How  to  Succeed 
Take  a  course  in  "ThcQuiscn-  ' 
berry  Way."    $l.flO  starl.s  you. 
Writi-  for  th.-  free  hiM.k.  Addrtss 
The  American  School  off 
Poultry  Husbandry,     Bci  H  69  .  Mounuin  Cro».' 


YOU  LOSE 

If    \<>ii    .>lis^    'I'liis    0|i|Mir-t  nil  i  ( V 

I.  W.  BEAN 

,\  iiiu)niie«"<  a  Spcci.!!  Suniiiier  Sitit-  of  His 
II.\H>.\UI>    HKI)    ItKKKUKKS  AT 

HALF  PRICE  OR  LESS 

A  leal  op|HnMiii)ily  to  «»-t  a  ti  io,  pt-ii.  <ir  nitiirlr  lilnlfl 
(if  IhiB  noted  line  at  U  hh  than  the  cost  of  onllnary. 

Pens  broken  up  June  15th.    Send  for  lint. 
324  FoihI  Street,      South  ]traintre«*,  Mohh. 


BOSTON  SHOW,  1849 

Was  the  I  IKST  roi  LTKV  .SHOW  IN  AM- 
KKICA.  In  order  to  make  Information  about  this 
show  available  to  all  Interested  In  poultry,  John  H. 
Itoblnson  has  made  a  complete  accoimt  of  It  from 
the  fra^nientary  reporti^  puIjIIhIumI  at  the  time,  and 
Illustrated  It  with  reproducllons  of  cuts  made  at  th;il 
time.    Price  10  cents,  |>ost|>ai<l. 

FAK.M-POUI-TKY  Wit.  CO., 
39  Sadbary  St.,        -  UOSTON,  MASS. 
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Small  Poultry  House  at  North  Carolina  Experiment  Station 


will  change  from  time  to  time  as  new 
claimants  for  favor  appear,  or  aa  those 
interested  in  an  old  one  may  succeed  in 
attracting  special  attention  to  it,  or,  trust- 
ing in  its  prestige,  may  neglect  to  push  it 
and  let  some  other  pass  it.  AVith  the 
varieties  not  having  the  elements  of  great 
popularity,  such  popularity  as  they  attain 
and  hold  depends  generally  upon  the  ex- 
tent of  the  exhibiting  and  advertising 
done  by  breeders  who  are  willing  to  do 
what  they  can  to  promote  their  favorites 
without  expecting  to  build  up  big  busi- 
ness. 

The  press  usually  gives  publicity  to  the 
non-popular  breeds  to  a  much  greater 
extent  than  is  warranted  either  by  the 
interest  in  them  or  by  the  support  of  their 
breeders.  But  the  poultry  press  cannot 
popularize  or  increase  the  popularity  of 
any  variety  by  booming  it  unless  it  can 
carry  at  the  same  time  an  amount  of  ad- 
vertising for  it  that  will  indicate  to  read- 
ers that  many  breeders  are  seriously  in- 
terested in  it.  Nor  can  the  press  afford 
to  promote  a  breed  or  anything  else  at  its 
own  expense. 

Those  who  want  to  increase  interest  in 
any  variety  can  only  do  it  effectively  by 
persistent  advertising.  The  poultry  press 
will  always  do  its  share,  but  it  cannot  do 
much  in  this  line  without  the  proper 
backing. 

"  Drev."  also  mentions  the  increase  in 
"chicken  professors"  as  if  it  were  in  some 
way  responsible  for  the  alleged  shortage 
of  fanciers,  or  vice  versa.  I  can't  see 
that  the  two  phenomena  are  at  all  re- 
lated. Some  of  the  professors  are  pretty 
good  fanciers,  but  not  enough  have  been 
drawn  from  that  element  to  seriously  re- 
duce its  members.  The  professors  de- 
velop and  appear  because  there  is  a  de- 
mand for  teachers.  On  the  whole,  even 
though  many  are  not  much  devoted  to 


fancy,  the  instructorsdo  more  to  familiar- 
ize those  with  whom  they  come  in  con- 
tact with  the  less  popular  varieties  than 
any  other  class. 

The  failure  of  an  increase  in  poultry 
fanciers  proportionate  to  the  number  of 
persons  interested  in  poultry  is  due  pri- 
marily to  the  growth  of  the  industry. 
With  this  growth  some  fanciers  become 
commercial  breeders,  and  others,  no 
longer  finding  conditions  of  competition 
and  trade  to  their  liking,  withdraw.  New 
fanciers  come  in  more  slowly  than  of  old, 
because  the  conditions  are  not  as  attrac- 
tive to  the  fancier  as  before  the  days  when 
breeding  and  exhibiting  became  features 
of  a  business. 

It  would  be  a  good  thing  to  have  the 
tribe  of  fanciers  increase.  I  think  that 
it  is  increasing.  But  for  marked  develop- 
ment in  any  direction  the  interested  fan- 
ciers must  do  the  promoting. 


Progress  at  Pittsfield  Farm 

On  a  recent  visit  to  the  Pittsfield  Poul- 
try Farm's  plant,  at  Ilolliston,  Mass., 
the  writer  found  everything  moving 
briskly,  and  preparations  already  well 
under  way  in  anticipation  of  still  greater 
business  next  year. 

The  main  office  of  the  company  is  to 
be  located  here,  and  with  this  change  it 
becomes  necessary  to  provide  additional 
quarters  for  stock  kept  on  this  farm  to 
fill  orders.  One  of  the  brooder  houses  is 
being  converted  into  a  cockerel  house  for 
this  purpose. 

At  the  time  of  our  visit  the  old  stock 
was  mostly  molting  and  the  yearlings  not 
to  be  reserved  as  breeders  were  being 
shipped  off  as  orders  came  in.  Chicks 
from  the  general  stock  consisted  mostly 
of  the  later  hatches  not  yet  ready  for 
shipment  at  four  or  eight  weeks.  Besides 
these  there  were  on  the  farm  ranges  of 
between  three  and  four  thousand  hen 
hatched  and  hen  brooded  chicks  from 
the  choicest  matings. 


KEEP  OFF  LICE  AND  MITES 

By  Spraying  Your  Hsn  Roosts  and  Interior  of  Hen  Houses  With 

JENNEY'S  SPRAYING  OIL 

Five  and  Ten  Gallon  Cans,  I  O  cts.  a  Gallon 
Barrels  and  Half-Barrels,  7  cts.  a  Gallon 

JENNEY   MANUFACTURING  COMPANY, 

8  INDIA  ST.  AND  I  46  MILK  ST.,  -  BOSTON,  MASS. 


When  writing  to  advertisers  mention  Farm-Poultry 


POULTRY  BOOKS 

By  JOHN  H.  ROBINSON 

"  Untjuestionably  Mr.  Robinson  has  written  the  best  books 
produced  in  America  to  date  on  practical  poultry  sub. 
jeots."-  Reliable  Poultry  Journal. 

Poultry-Graft.   Domestic  Birds 
Principles  and  Practice  of  Poultry  Culture 
Broilers  and  Roasters.  Winter  Eggs 

Common-Sense  Poultry  Doctor 


Poultry-  Craft 


Mr.  Robinson'8  first  book  was  beduti  In  the  summer  of  1897 
and  was  publlsheil  in  November,  1HU3.  Its  aim  was  to  meet 
ttie  ileniand  for  a  book  that  would  give  one  interested  in  the  snhio  t  an  Intelllerent  understandlnn  of 
its  possibilities  and  a  comprehensive  idea  of  methods  of  pi  ■  h luci  ion.  and  which  would  give  the  be- 
ginner detailed  information  as  to  "What  to  do,  and  how  to  il'i  il  "  Written  while  the  educational 
poultry  movement  was  in  the  incipient  stage,  this  book  — as  llie  title  page  announced  —  was  designed 
to  be  a  text  book  for  poultry  keepers  rather  than  for  students  In  classes.  The  arrangement  and 
treatment  of  the  subject  were  adapted  to  the  individual  teaching  himself  with  home  practice.  The 
book  was,  however,  extensively  used  as  a  class  text-book,  and  is  still  so  used  by  many  Instiurtors 
who  prefer  a  more  elementary  book  than  the  author's  "  Principles  and  Practice  of  Poultry  Culture.' 

"Poultby  Craft  "  is  emphatically  a  poultryman's  dock  pgr  foultry  keepers.  Before  begin 
ning  it  the  author  had  had  seven  years  experience  in  commercial  poultry  keeping,  and  he  did  not 
take  up  poultry  journalism  as  a  profession  until  after  he  had  completed  this  book.  It  is  the  product 
of  a  working  poultryman  who  was  a  student  of  every  phase  of  his  work.  For  those  who  want  to  lean 
with  the  least  effort  what  they  need  only  for  their  own  practice  it  is  still  the  most  satisfactory  book 
^Ti  paves:  94  illnstratioiis.   Pri<;e  $1.50. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Poultry  Culture 

This  book  was  written  primai'ily  as  a  ti-xt-hook  foi-  agricultural  colleges,  but  with  the  idea  of  making 
It  appropriate  also  for  general  readers  requiring  a  thorough  treatise  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Roliinson 
undertook  the  work  of  writing  it  most  reluctantly  after  he  had  for  several  years  urged  various  In 
structors  to  prepare  a  text  book  on  lines  better  adapted  to  their  work  than  his  "  Poultry-Craft."  As 
none  of  the  instructors  acted  upon  the  suggestion,  and  the  use  of  "Poultry-Craft"  by  students  was 
increasing,  he  made  arrangements  with  Oinn  and  Company  to  publish  such  a  book  as  he  would  wish 
to  have  taken  as  his  contribution  to  higher  education  in  this  subject. 

"Principles  and  Practice  of  Poultry  Culture"  was  commenced  in  1007  and  published  .Jan- 
uary, 1912.  The  author  spared  no  pains  to  make  it  as  concise  and  complete  as  possible,  and  to  secure 
the  most  careful  accuracy  in  every  statement.  After  the  book  appeared,  one  reviewer  said  of  It 
"Although  It  extends  to  611  pages  there  is  scarcely  an  unnecessary  r>aragrapli."  Had  this  reviewer 
been  familiar  with  book-making  he  would  no  doubt  have  detected  thai  the  few  paragraphs  unnecessary 
to  the  treatment  were  necessary  to  the  hooks  of  a  page  broken  by  illustrations,  or  of  a  page  at  the 
end  of  a  chapter.  The  educators  received  It  with  such  words  as  these:  "Incomparably  better  than 
any  previous  poultry  book  for  the  student."  "  Kxactly  the  sort  of  book  we  have  all  been  looking  for  " 
"The  first  book  on  poultry  that  I  have  ever  seen  that  seems  to  me  a  satisfactory  text."  "The  best 
thing  yet,  being  authentic  and  up  to  date  from  a  practical  as  well  as  from  a  scientific  standpoint  " 
etc.,  etc.  The  book  is  elaborately  illustrated,  having  570  half-tones  and  drawings,  comprising  the  most 
interesting  and  instructive  series  of  illustrations  of  poultry  ever  brought  together.  Prii'e 

Our  DOnteStiC  Birds  presents  the  nrst  complete  statement  of  the  rudi- 
m^mm  mm-tM  ments  ol  aviculture  for  boys  and  girls.  It  teaches 
the  tilings  that  everyone  ought  to  know  about  poultry,  pigeons,  and  cage  birds.  Particular  attention  is 
given  to  the  varieties  of  birds  and  to  methoils  of  management  best  suited  to  young  beginners.  It  is 
a  book  that  is  read  with  interest  by  all  young  people  whether  engaged  In  keeping  poultry  or  simply 
reading  for  information.    .'5'47  i>ases;  SSti  il  Instralioiis.    Price,  $1.3.'>. 


Common-Sense  Poultry  Doctor 


The  best   treatise  on 
.    ,      .    ,   ,  poultry  diseases  for  the 

ordinary  poultry  keeper  who  has  to  diagnose  diseases  m  his  tlock  for  himself,  and  apply  simple 
remedies.  In  his  early  coiiimi-rcial  poultry  keeping  days  the  author  gave  a  great  deal  of  attention  to 
treating  sick  poultry,  and  had  marked  success  with  many  severe  cases.  Like  most  practical  men, 
however,  he  soon  discontinued  "doctoring,"  except  for  cases  where  a  few  simple  treatments  are 
effective,  some  years  later  when  he  became  editor  of  Farm-Poultry  he  had  to  give  a  good  deal  of 
attention  to  this  sulijecl  in  order  to  advise  subscribers  having  sick  birds.  "  The  Common-Sense 
Poultry  Doctor"  treats  the  subject  along  the  lines  which  this  experience  showed  him  are  most  help- 
ful to  poultry  keepers.  While  most  emphasis  is  placed  upon  the  simple  remedies  most  easily  applied 
for  treatment  of  serious  cases  are  also  given.    17«  pagres.   Price  .^0  rent" 


those  required 


Attractive  Quarters  for  Fowls.    Kuapp  Bros.,  Fabiua,  N.  Y. 


Broilers  and  Roasters     *  hand-book  especially  for  those  producing  table 
vami  s»  poultry  for    he  eastern  city  markets.   It  treats  its 

special  subnets  more  elaborately  than  they  can  be  treated  In  a  general  work  on  poultry  culture 
!»(>  patfes:  '.iO  illustration.    Price  'i't  cents. 

Winit>r    EaUS     *  monograph  on  ttie  subject  of  most  interest  to  the  greatest  number  of 
"-SfW**      poultry  keepers.   Those  who  want  to  concentrate  their  efforts  on  winter 
egg  production  will  tlnd  this  little  liook  in  which  all  points  bearing  on  the  subject  are  brought 
together  without  reference  to  their  other  relations,  very  serviceable.   4«  pa(;es.    I'rioe  15  <;eiits. 

The  above  books  c  onstitute  Mr.  Robinson's  contribution  to  date  to  permanent  poultry  JIterotiire 
'First  Lessons  in  Poultry  Keeping"  is  not  Included  in  the  list  because  it  Is  not  a  "book"  In  the 
true  sense,  but  a  collection  of  articles  of  varying  nuality.  Only  a  limited  number  of  conies  of  the 
llrst  series  are  on  band,  and  it  will  not  be  republished. 

No  Poultry  Keeper  Can  Afford  to  Be 
Without  the  Books  by  John  H.  Robinson 
That  Suit  His  Need. 

HAVE  YOU  COT  YOURS? 

We  Will  Send  You  Any  In  the  Above  List, 
Postage   Prepaid,  at  the   Price  Stated. 

FARM-POULTRY  PUBLISHING  CO,  39  Sudbury  St,  BOSTON,  MASS. 
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Classified  Advertisements 

Rate:   13  cents  a  line.    No  ad.  less 
than  two  lines 

The  best  way  for  the  small  advertiser 
to  keep  always  before  the  public  is  to 
advertise  regularly  in  this  department 

Yearly  Cash  in  Advance  Orders 

Two  lines,  one  vear,  12  limes,  $3.00 
Three 4.R0 
Four  '      "  6. no 

Ktc.,  etc.  For  each  a(l<litioii,-il  line  Jl.S"  per  year 

START  YOUR  AD.  NOW 

It  does  not  pay  to  hold  back  the  small 
ad.  until  trade  begi  is.  -Many  readers 
are  consideriiig  now  where  they  will 
buy  a  few  months  later. 


American    Ligfht   Brahma  Club 
Meet  Goes  to  Chicago  Coliseum 
Show,  December  10 — 15. 

In  compliance  with  the  vote  of  its  mem- 
bers, the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
American  IJght  Brahma  Club  has  decided 
to  hold  the  next  annual  cluB  meeting  at 
the  Chicago  Coliseum  Show.  Already 
over  1-50  birds  have  been  pledged,  ami 
approximately  S^-lO  in  cash  prizes  will  be 
awarded  to  club  members  only.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  the  last  annual  meet- 
ing was  held  at  Madison  Squ.ire  (Tarden 
in  February,  and  that,  as  a  result,  more 
Light  Brahmas  were  on  exhibition  than 
any  other  one  variety  of  poultry. 


It  is  planned  to  surpass  this  record  at 
the  Coliseum  Show,  and  all  the  classes 
will  be  judged  by  E.  W.  Rankin,  of 
Topeka,  Kansas,  a  member  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  club.  Mr.  Rankin 
judged  Light  Brahma  hens  and  cockerels 
at  the  Madison  Square  Ciarden  Club  meet- 
ing. 

The  Club  Quarterly  Bulletin  for  July 
has  just  been  published  and  will  be  sent 
free  to  anyone  desiring  a  copy.  The  SS- 
page  Year  Book,  with  45  illustrations  and 
numerous  interesting  and  informative 
articles  on  breeding,  mating,  raising,  and 
housing  Light  Brahmas  is  given  free  to 
club  members.  Membership  is  only  one 
dollar,  and  this  includes  the  annual  dues 
to  October  1,  191(i.  Address  all  inquiries 
to  Sec'y  Harvy  'C.  Wood,  Bound  Brook, 
Xew  Jersey. 


No  "  Lamp  Trouble  "  With  Com= 
monwealth  Safety  Oil 

AVhen  in  the  office  of  the  .lenney  Mfg. 
Co.,  the  other  day  the  writer  was  shown 
the  following  letter  which  had  just  been 
received.  It  interested  us,  and  we  think 
will  interest  all  readers  who  operate  lamp 
incubators  and  brooders. 


Maplewood  Farm,  Bethel,  Ct. 
Jenney  Manufacturing  Co., 
Boston,  Mass. 
Gentlemen:  —  Please  ship  two  (2)  bar- 
rels, one  hundred  gallons  Commonwealth 
Safety  Oil.  1  will  appreciate  it  very  much 
if  you  will  make  shipment  tomorrow,  as 
/  hare  hecn  using  aonw  other  oil  "  juxl  ((s 
good"  and  accordingly  have  been  liaving 
trouble  with  smoking  brooder  lamps. 

\'ery  truly  yours, 
(Signed)  A.  (L  B.msnkit,  .In. 


"Spratts"  at  the  Panama-Pacific 


(iold  medal  and  highest  award  for  dog 
foods  at  the  Panama- Pacific  I^xposition 
has  been  given  to  Sprait's  Patent,  New- 
ark, New  Jersey. 

Is  this  surprising  when  you  are  told 
that  at  three  (:>)  shows  recently  over  :i(iOO 
prizes  were  won  by  dogs  fed  regularly  and 
exclusively  on  Spratl's  Dog  Foods? 

The  products  manufactured  l)y  this 
company  have  been  on  the  market  for 
fifty  years.  During  this  period  they  have 
received  the  highest  honors  at  all  the 
principal  national  and  international  ex- 
positions, a  convincing  proof  that  merit 
wins  in  the  long  run. 

There  are  more  prize  winners  reared 
and  fed  on  Spratt's  Dog  I'oods  than  on 
all  others  combined. 

Spratt's  Patent  will  bench  and  feed  the 
Panama-Pacific  Dog,  Poultry,  Cat  and 
I'et  Stock  shows.  These  exhibitions  are 
among  the  largest  and  most  important 
held  in  this  country,  and  the  fact  that 
t'le  contracts  for  all  the  above  mentioned 
shows  have  been  awarded  to  this  well 
known  firm  speaks  volumes  for  their  up- 
to-date  methods,  elBciency,  etc. 


SCRATCHINGS  FROM  THE 
NEW  LITTER  OF  OUR 
EXCHANGE  TABLE 

SPEAKING  of  specialty  clubs.  In  Au- 
stralia they  have  just  organized 
"  The  Orpington,  Langshan,  Rhode 
I>jlan(l  Red,  Sussex  and  Buttercup  Club." 
This  would  seem  to  make  a  pretty  good 
foundation  for  an  Australian  Poultry  As- 
sociation. 

.it 

In  a  recent  discussion  of  the  perennial 
notion  that  eggs  should  be  sold  by  weight, 
James  B.  IVIorman,  in  American  Poultry 
Journal,  says  that  the  average  weiyht  of 
a  dozen  eggs  in  Denmark  is  25  ?>-'^  ('■/.. , 
and  that  this  "is  ef|Ual  to  the  best  Amer- 
ican Brahmas  and  Minorcas." 

Evidently  Mr.  ■\Iorman  does  not,  know 
what  even  average  Brahmas  and  Minor- 
cas do  in  America.  It  is  not  at  all  un- 
usual for  both  to  pass  the  weights  of 
28  4-0  oz.  per  dozen,  which  he  gives  as 
best  weight  for  Danish  eggs.  I  have  had 
pens  of  Brahmas  from  which  the  eggs 
taken  as  they  came  would  run  ;;]  —  :',2 
ounces,  and  have  had  hens  whose  eggs 
would  go  :!.)  ounces  to  the  dozen.  While 
I  cannot  refer  to  cases  now,  I  think  a 
number  have  been  noted  where  selected 
eggs  ran  as  heavy,  and  some  heavier,  than 
mine. 

L.  E.  Keyser  tells  readers  of  the  Peta- 
liima  Poullni  Juin  mil  that  he  believes  Leg- 
horns can  be  bred  and  raised  so  that 
they  will  mature  quite  uniformly  at  four 
months.  I  think  that  he  is  probably 
right;  but  that  it  would  not  be  many 
years  before  the  stock  was  of  such  char- 
acter at  maturity  that  it  could  be  no 
credit  to  the  breeder. 

.St 

J.  W.  Dinwiddle,  the  prophet  of  Hogan- 
izing,  ought  to  arrange  not  to  have  fig- 
ures for  his  pen  at  the  San  Francisco 
compeliiion  appear  in  tlie  papers  in 
which  he  advertises  that  he  will  teach 
how  to  select  the  layers.  In  seven  and  a 
half  months  his  pen  of  White  Leghorns 
averaged  only  50  eggs  per  bird.  In  the 
month  of  June  the  ten  hens  laid  only  12 
eggs. 

,< 

Says  Mr.  James  F.  Huston  in  Erery- 
hodi/s  Poultry  Magazine:  "  It  is  regretta- 
ble that  the  constitution  of  the  A.  P.  A. 
does  not  provide  that  at  least  one  mem- 
ber of  the  executive  board  shall  be  a 
Canadian.  We  trust  that  this  may  be 
remedied  at  the  San  Francisco  meeting." 

The  constitution  does  provide  that  one 
member  shall  be  from  Canada,  but  this 
provision  does  not  go  into  effect  until 
191.S,  which  is  the  earliest  election  at 
which  the  provision  for  the  new  districts 
could  go  into  full  effect  withou  prejudice 
to  members  of  the  executive  board  elected 
under  the  old  constitution.  In  the  in- 
terim it  is  up  to  those  who  want  Canada 
represented  to  see  that  she  gets  repre- 
sentation. The  great  dilticulty  in  this  for 
some  years  has  been  that  our  members 
across  the  boarder,  and  especially  those 
who  were  candidates  for  office,  have  not 
made  the  necessary  personal  efl'ort  to  get 
votes  to  insure  election. 

We  have  also  had  a  number  of  cases  of 
candidates  on  this  side  of  the  line  refrain- 
ing from  making  any  personal  elfurt  and 
so  losing  out,  when  with  a  little  effort  on 
their  part  they  would  win. 

Says  M.  W.  Baldwin  in  a  contribution 
io  Ereryhody's:  "Our  Standard  has  never 
given  one  thought  to  any  utility  value." 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  our  early  Standard 
makers  in  this  country  gave  a  great  deal 
of  thought  to  that  point.  It  was  a  pojin- 
lar  doctrine  among  them  that  in  ea<  h 
breed  a  particular  type  was  the  bett  util- 
ity type  of  that  breed,  and  it  was  their 
earnest  endeavor  to  know  this  type  and 
establish  it  as  the  Standard  type.  This 
idea  was  a  fallacy.  (The  fallacy  is  still 
held  by  many).  But  that  does  not  afl'ect 
the  fact  as  to  the  attitude  of  Standard 
makers  toward  utility. 

.« 

It  should  also  be  said  that,  with  few — 
if  any  —  exceptions,  the  descriptions  of 
shape  of  body  of  all  Standard  breeds  is 
in  no  way  inconsistent  with  the  highest 
development  of  utility  (jualities.  These 
verbal  descriptions  allow  a  considerable 
latitude  in  application,  but  almost  invari- 
ably they  call  for  development  which 
requires  a  good,  sound,  well  filled  out 
body.    With  that,  any  breed  has  a  good 


utility  base  of  quality,  and,  broadly 
speaking,  when  a  breed  is  unsuited  for 
general  usage  it  is  not  through  fault  of 
body  type,  but  because  cf  the  excessive 
development  of  superficial  characters — as 
large  combs  and  crests,  excessive  feather- 
ing, superfiuous  toes,  etc. 

Mr.  Baldwin  also  declares  that:  "  Any 
and  every  grand  performer  is  entitled  to 
perpetuate  her  valuable  quality  regard- 
less of  her  departure  from  Standard 
beauty.  Her  performance  entitles  her  to 
her  own  form  of  beauty,  and  if  her  type 
proves  to  be  a  sound  foundation  for  high 
performance  in  the  future  generation,  the 
Standard  will  come  when  you  beckon  and 
prove  your  tale  true.  This  is  the  future 
of  the  chicken  business;  performance 
first  —  the  standard  will  follow." 

I'ortunately  tlie  Standard  cannot  be 
revised  for  eight  years,  and  long  before 
that  time  the  wise  ones  who  have  learned 
so  much  that  is  not  so  from  the  laying 
competitions,  will  have  shed  this  knowl- 
edge for  something  e(jually  unserviceable 
but  new  to  them. 

Says  a  correspondent  of  the  Xortlnj.'est 
Poultry  Journal:  "  While  talking  to 
another  who  is  interested  in  poultry,  the 
show  question  came  up,  and  a  suggestion 
that  a  separate  class  be  made  for  the  man 
who  sends  East  and  buys  a  bird  and  wins 
out  at  some  show  over  the  man  who  has 
a  whole  yard  full  of  good  ones." 

This  is  a  surprise.  Most  references 
from  the  Pacific  Coast  people  about  the 
relative  merits  of  eastern  and  western 
birds  have  been  along  the  line  of  con- 
demnation of  the  eastern  breeders  for 
sending  at  high  prices  birds  that  were 
handily  beaten  by  the  local  breed  birds. 
The  case  to  the  contrary  must  be  quite 
serious  if  there  is  a  feeling  that  the  "  im- 
ported" birds  should  not  compete  with 
the  others. 

The  editor  of  Poultry  Life  chanting 
psvans  of  praise  to  Professor  Dryden  and 
the  Oregon  Agricultural  College  hens, 
would  do  well  to  get  down  to  earth  and 
consider  just  what  these  "records"  at 
the  Panama- Pacific  Contest  amount  to. 
The  highest  was  SSl'  eggs  for  KJ  hens  for 
six  and  a  half  months.  That  is  8S  eggs 
per  hen.  The  tenth  pen  laid  only  (iiieggs 
per  hen.  The  best  laying  for  the  month 
of  May  was  only  22  eggs  per  hen,  the  sec- 
ond best  17.6,  and  the  average  15(r71(i 
eggs  per  hen.  This  is  ordinary  to  poor 
laying. 

Frank  Piatt  tells  the  readers  of  Every- 
hofly'g  that  he  was  greatly  surprised  to 
learn  from  a  book  published  in  ISTil  that 
the  breeders  of  Barred  Rocks  in  that  day 
knew  so  much  about  breeding  and  in 
particular  about  double  mating  for  this 
variety. 

Why  shouldn't  they.  The  Barred  Rock 
was  first  exhibited  in  LSfiO.  Take  any  of 
the  breeds  developed  in  year.s  we  can  all 
remember  and  consider  how  much  the 
breeders  gained  in  knowledge  and  skill 
in  a  few  years.  It  would  appear  from  a 
statement  in  Felfh's  "  Poultry  Culture  " 
(ISS5)  that  double  mating  was  pretty 
well  understood  among  the  best  breeders 
of  Barred  Ro(-ks  before  ls75.  So  they 
got  down  to  busings  pretty  quick. 


Not  "  the  Big  Stick,"  but  the 
Little  Club 

If  you  want  to  do  a  little  constructive, 
missionary,  most  efiective  peace  society 
work,  get  a  club  of  five  subscribers  to 
F.Mi.M-Poi  i.THv.  If  you  wish  sami>les  to 
show  your  friends  we  will  be  pleased  to 
send  as  many  as  desired  postpaid  to  you, 
or  to  addresses  you  furnish  us. 


PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 


SOME  nice  yearline  Buff  Koels  liens,  W.2S  earh 
Noyes.  L.  Box  273,  New  London,  Conn,   t  f 


WYANDOTTES. 


BOSTON  WINNIN(;  BnfE  W.vandottcs.  Can  I 
help  von  to  winners  or  breeiiers?  Sewell  Cir. 
Dr.  N.  W.  Sanborn.  324  iSouUi  Road,  Holdon,  Mass. 


LEGHORNS. 


^^OUNG-FKKUIS  STRAINS  Single  Comb 
i  While  Leghorn  hens,  coclts,  and  cockerels 
must  be  sold  to  nialse  room  for  growing  stock. 
Several  hundred  hens  i  tills  year's  breeders  and  fine 
birds  1  SI. (1(1  eacii;  *80  per  100.  Cocks  and  cockerels, 
il.ltil  to     00  each. 

Willow  Brook  Kes  Farm,  West  Berne,  N.  Y.  tf 


BUTTERCUPS. 


BUTTERCUP  COCKERELS.  $1.    10  other 
varieties  cheap.   Cocks,  cockerels,  paire.  etc. 

Whitney  A:  Son.  Triangle,  N.  Y.  9 


ei  EACH  — S.  C.  W.  LEGHORNS,  pullets 
•^-L  and  yearlings,  cocks  and  cockerels.  Will 
ship  anywhere.   Send  for  booklet. 

Woodworth  Farm,  Wilton,  Conn,   t  f 


INGLE  C03IB  White  Leghorns,  Rancocaa 
'   stock.   Breeders,  Ist  pen,  $1.75:  2d  pen,  $1. 

A.  W.  Eaton,  Wolfeboro,  N  H.  9 


MINORCAS. 


BLACK  Minorca  eggs,  per  silting;  cockerels. 
R.  Story,  187  Arlington  At.,  Brooklyn,  N,  Y.  12-2 


U  FF  MINORCAS.  New  variety,  sure  winners 
'   and  money  makers.   Golden  Croft  Farm. 

Box  41.   Montelio,  Mass.  9 


LANGSHANS. 


KOBINSON'S  LANGSHANS.  Winners  of 
the  blue  at  Palace,  Ciarden,  Buffalo,  State 
Fair;  N.  Y.,  also  .MIentown,  Brockton,  Springfield, 
Boston,  etc.      J.  F.  Robinson,  Main  Street, 

South  Weymouth,  Mass.  9 


PHEASANTS. 


GOLDEN  PHEASANTS,  W,  J5,  »6  each  ac- 
.  cording  to  age  and  plumage.    F.  J.  Pitts, 
14  Webster  Street,   Taunton,  Mass,  9 


PRINTING. 


ANYTHING  from  small  tags  to  large  catalogs. 
First  class  work.   Reasonable  prices. 
The  Everett  Print,  5:1  Cornhlll,  Boston,  Mass. 


QU  A  LITY  printing  for  poultrymen  at  low  prices. 
1.5  year's  experience-  Fine  cuts  used.  Half- 
loues  mailc  free.  Work  guaranteed.  Saniples.  Men- 
tion breeds.        Riverside  Press,  Brisben,  N.  Y.  8 


His  Classified  Ad.  Paid 

(ientlemen  :  —  \  m  getting  g'^od  results, 
and  am  surpiissd  what  such  a  little  class- 
ified ad.  can  do. 

(ii;n.  I).  Siiri.TF.s,  West  Berne,  N.  Y. 

April,  I!il5. 


Winning  Made  Easy 

Are  you  brinj;  out  all  the  quality  that  your  binis 
have'.'  It  is  not  only  necessary  for  birds  to  be  clfan 
but  they  must  be  fitted  and  trimmed  to  the  minute 
to  win.  By  sending  to  me  to  wafli  and  fit,  !he  very 
last  flnlehlnp  touches  will  be  put  on.  Twenty  years 
experlenee  in  snowlntf  Is  yours  with  every  bird  sent 
mc.  Am  open  to  a  few  more  judeinp  eritraKements. 
Arthur  G,  Oust  on,  Franiiiighnin,  Mass, 
Tlie  breeder  who  has  made  imssible  the 
Worlds  best  tlock  of  White  Wyandottes. 


Over  $11,000.00  In  Premiums  Offered  By 

THE  GREATER  BUFFALO  SHOW 

Thanksgiving  Week— Nov.  22  to  27,  1915 

For  selling  show  birds,  Xo\  ember,  December  and  January  are  the  three  best 
months  in  the  year.  Come  to  BufFalo  Thanksgix  ing  W  eek  and  meet  Eastern, 
Western  and  Canadian  bu>  ers.  Ad\  ertise  your  winnings  in  the  December  and 
January  Poultry  Journals.  Remember  Fanciers,  the  big  Xovcniber  Shows  will 
boost  your  sales,  and  figure  on  Buffalo  for  the  business  getting  show  of  the  season. 

If  you  have  never  exhibited  at  BuflFalo,  just  ask  any  big  breeder  about  this 
show  for  sales. 

ALL  PRIZES  PAID  THE  LAST  DAY  OF  THE  SHOW 

WRITE  TODflr   FOH    FIRST   EDITION   OF  PREMIUM  LIST. 

WILLIAM  O.  JENNINGS,  Secretary.  BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 


1915 


FARM-POULTRY 


207 


Forty=First  Brockton  Poultry 
Show 

October  5,  6,  7,  8,  1015 

This  year,  as  always,  the  Poultry  .-lliow 
at  ilie  Broc^kton  Fair  is  the  grand  openins; 
fif  the  poultry  season  in  New  lingland. 
No  hetter  ((uaiity  can  be  found  anywhere 
at  this  season,  and  it  is  to  Brockton  that 
the  breeders  go  to  get  the  first  general 
view  of  the  results  of  the  season's  breed- 
ing. 

Brockton  has  low  entry  fees  —  single 
binla,  oO  cents;  exhibition  pens,  $l.nO — 
and  iiigh  regular  prizes,  not  to  mention 
the  liberal  offerings  of  gold  specials. 
Without  in  any  way  neglecting  other 
varieties,  the  management  are  tliis  year 
making  a  special  ellort  to  get  out  a  large 
display  of  Leghorns.  Mr.  F.  0.  C^ook, 
superintendent  at  (irove  Hill  I'oultry 
Yards,  Waltham,  ]Mass.,  will  judge  the 
Leghorns.  11  is  rej)Utation  as  a  breeder 
and  judge  of  this  variety  will  no  doubt 
help  much  to  draw  large  classes. 

Oilier  judges  of  poultry  are: 

<i.  \V.  Weed,  Haet  Lee,  Mass., — Orping- 
tons and  Ilamburgs.  (ieorge  W.  Tra  ey, 
Kinderhook,  N.  Y., — lUiode  Island  Reds. 
W.  B.  Atherton,  Randolph,  Mass., — 
Polish  and  Houdans.  C.  II.  Shaylor, 
Lee,  Mas.s  , — White  and  Barred  Plymouth 
Rocks.  W.  II.  Congdon,  Oak  Lawn,  K. 
I  ,— Ornamental  Bantams.  (".  Smith, 
S.iyville,  X.  V. ,—(iame  Bantams.  K.  V. 
Benson,  Whitman,  .Mass.,— Bull  Plym- 
outh Rocks  and  Asiatics  J.  ^I.  Cutting, 
.•^o.  Braintree,  Mass.,  Waterfowl  and 
Turkeys.  Pigeon  judges:  Wni.  Smith, 
Xeedliam  Heights,  Mass., — Tumblers. 
Frank  W.  (Jorse,  Needliam  Heights, 
Mass., —  Exhibition  Homers.  Dragoons, 
Oriental  Frills.  .1.  W.  (ioodall,  Xeedham 
Heights,  Mass.,  —  Pouters,  Pigmy  Pouters, 
Jacobins,  (ieorge  Feather,  Dorchester, 
^lass. , —  Cariieaux,  etc.  C.  F.  Probes, 
Stoughton,  Mass., —  Show  Homers,  etc. 
Dr.  ¥.  N.  Howland,  Worcester,  Mass., — 
Fans. 

The  society  reserves  the  right  to  change 
the  list  of  judges  or  add  to  them  if  neces- 
sary. 


Thrifty  Stock  at  Grove  Hill 

<  >n  a  recent  brief  visit  to  (irove  Hill 
Poultry  Yard-f,  Waltham,  Mass.,  I  tarried 
so  long  looking  at  the  Barred  Rocks  at 
the  farm  and  visiting  Sup't  F.  G.  Cook 
that  I  had  not  time  to  visit  the  original 
plant  and  see  the  Brown  Leghorns 

Mr.  Cook  ha«  about  I,()n0  Barred  Plym- 
outh Rocks  coming  on  well,  and,  on  the 
whole,  as  far  advanced  as  last  year's 
chicks  at  this  farm  were  when  I  saw  them 
a  month  later  in  the  I'.U  (  season.  The 
Slock  this  year  promises  to  mature  about 
the  right  time  for  the  trade,  and  the  pro- 
p  irtion  of  birds  show'ing  highly  attractive 
(juality  is  large. 

Mr.  Cook  reported  the  Brown  Leg- 
horns, of  which  there  are  about  oOO  at 
the  other  place,  as  doing  well  and  main- 
taining the  Grove  Hill  standard  (juality. 


Good  Bargain  in  Good  Hens 

Readers  who  want  some  good  yearling 
White  Leghorn  hens  should  note  particu- 
larly the  advertisement  of  Hario  .1.  Fiske, 
of  West  Springfield,  Mass.,  in  this  issue. 
The  hens  Mr.  Fiske  is  ollering  at  this 
price  are  from  the  stock  on  his  utility 
farm  of  liiU  acres,  three  mile.s  from  bis 
home  plant.  When  at  the  West  Spring- 
field plant  in  August,  the  writer  saw  sev- 
eral cases  of  eggs  just  from  the  farm,  and 
they  were  as  nice  a  lot  of  large  white 
eggs  as  we  have  seen. 

As  it  was  a  little  late  in  the  season 
when  Mr.  Fiske  bought  back  the  high 
dasa  stock  he  sold  out  last  fall,  he  has 
not  as  much  of  that  grade  as  usual  at  this 
season,  but  has  some  very  promising 
young  birds  coming  on,  and  the  old  ones 
are  molting  nicely. 


What  Becomes  of  the  Duck  Eg-gs? 

Indian  Runner  duck  breeders  in  the 
East  make  much  of  the  fact  that  duck 
eggs  sometimes  sell  a  little  higher  than 
hen  eggs.  The  New  York  market  quota- 
tions (juite  regularly  show  a  cent  or  two 
more  for  Indian  Runner  eggs  than  for  the 
beat  white  hen  eggs. 

I  have  not  noticed  any  special  quota- 
tions of  market  prices  on  Indian  Runner 
ducks  in  this  section,  but  the  Pelaluma 


Pniiltn/  Joio  )iiil  regularly  quotes  on  both 
Pekins  and  Indian  Runners,  the  price 
per  pound  of  the  latter  being  lower  by 
one  or  two  cents.  I  have  never  seen, 
however,  any  ijuotations  at  all  on  Indian 
Runner  eggs  in  this  paper.  So  the  ques- 
tion naturally  aii.ses:  Are  Ihey  sold  as 
white  hen  eggs,  as  some  of  the  Runner 
people  claim  they  may  be,  and  if  so,  is 
the  practice  honest? 


August  Business  at  Owen  Farms 
Good 

Writing  under  date  of  August  I  tlh, 
Maurice  F.  Delano,  Pro|)rietor  of  Owen 
Farms,  \ineyard  Haven,  Mass.,  says: 
"  It  will  interest  you  to  know  that  my 
August  business  to  date  has  alieady 
ecjualed  that  of  the  entire  montii  ot 
August  last  year,  and  I  am  looking  for- 
ward to  good  business  this  fall  and  win- 
ter." 

This  certainly  does  interest  us.  No 
breeder  in  this  section  is  in  better  position 
than  Mr.  Delano  to  size  up  the  prospects 
of  poultry  business  the  coming  season. 
Ilia  estimate  agrees  with  most  of  the 
opinions  that  we  hear. 

Mr.  Delano  also  tells  us  that  he  has 
over  S,0(jn  young  birds  this  year,  averag- 
ing better  in  quality  than  he  has  ever  had 
or  seen,  and  is  preparing  to  furnish  birds 
for  the  fall  fairs  as  well  as  f  ir  breeding 
and  utility  purposes.  He  has  decided 
not  to  exhibit  this  fall,  but  let  his  custo- 
mers do  the  winning. 


CONTROLLING  SEX 

A CORRESPONDENT  of  ILianV^ 
l>(tin/m((n,  taking  exception  to  the 
statement  of  another  correspond- 
ent who  had  reiterated  the  moss-grown 
idea  that  sex  in  cattle  may  be  controlled 
by  securing  fecundation  early  in  the  men- 
strual period  for  males  and  late  in  the 
menstrual  period  for  females,  says:  — 

"  I  explain  tlieae  results  not  by  the 
period  of  mating,  but  by  the  principle  of 
inheritance."  He  cites  certain  cases  in 
cattle  in  which  certain  matings  j>roduced 
in  one  case  a  great  preponderance  of 
males  and  in  another  case  a  great  pre- 
ponderance of  females.  Then  he  says: 
"In  the  poultry  yards  every  egg  laid 
represents  the  menstrual  period  of  the 
hen,  and  yet  here  we  find  one  hen's  eggs 
producing  males  only,  and  another  pro- 
ducing females  only,  and  others  running 
the  whole  scale  with  every  possible  vari- 
ation between  the  two  extremes." 

I  doubt  very  much  whether  this  man 
can  cite  data  that  will  support  that  state- 
ment. Further  on  in  the  article  he  writes 
of  "the  inherited  tendency  of  my  fowls 
to  produce  90%  females."  His  name  is 
not  given  in  full  — only  initials,  city,  and 
state.  So  I  shall  send  proof  of  this  article 
to  Hoartl'x  Dninjiiian  and  request  that 
they  forward  it  to  him,  and  I  shall  be 
most  agreeably  disappointed  if  he  can 
give  any  satisfactory,  definite  information 
showing  that  he  has  a  strain  of  fowls  in 
which  the  tendency  to  produce  fe- 
males is  established.  He  says  that  in 
fowls  be  has  "  found  daughters  following 
the  records  of  their  dams,  practically 
without  exception."  I  would  like  to  have 
proof  ol  this — would  be  delighted  to  have 
it  to  present  to  my  friend  Dr.  Pearl  and 
others  who  maintain  that  inheritance  of 
fecundity  is  through  the  sire  and  not 
through  the  dam ;  but  I  am  decidedly 
skeptical  about  this  man  or  anyone  else 
being  able  to  show  that  certain  hens  have 
produced  either  all  males  or  all  females, 
if  the  said  hens  have  produced  more  than 
two  or  three  chicks.  I  have  had  cases  in 
my  own  yards,  and  have  been  told  of 
others,  where  certain  matings,  or  certain 
males,  however  mated,  produced  a  pre- 
ponderance of  one  sex,  but  I  do  not 
know  of  any  case  where  one  sex  was  pro- 
duced exclusively.  I  have  known  of 
many  instances  where  poultry  keepers 
claimed  to  be  able  to  control  sex,  but 
never  yet  have  I  known  of  one  where, 
when  I  wrote  to  ench  a  poultry  keeper 
and  asked  the  pertinent  questions,  the 
answers  lo  which  would  show  what  cre- 
dence should  be  given  to  his  claims,  he 
produced  the  //oo'l-*. 

Perhaps  this  case  will  be  the  exception. 


GIVE  THOSE  MOLTING 
HENS  NEW  FEATHERS-QUICK 

Growing  new  feathers  takes  strength,  and  your 
hens  may  not  start  laying  this  winter  unless  you 
start  now  giving  them 


prjtis>  POULTRY  REGULATOR 

COSTS  ONLY  A  CENT  A  HEN  A  MONTH 

It  shortens  the  molt,  brinss  about  speedy  recovery.  Keeps  up  vitality,  and  makes  steady 
all  winter  layers. 

"  I  have  never  had  a  hen  or  pullet  that  would  not  lay  in  cold  weather  after  giving  Pratts 
I'oultry  RcKulator.   I  have  sold  eggs  at  85c.  a  dozen."  said  Mr.  H.  C.  Morgan.    "1  would 
not  be  without  it." 

After  you  have  used  It,  if  you  are  not  fully  satisfied,  go  back  to  your  dealer  and  get  your 

money.    Get  a  2.5  lb.  pail  at  SZ-.W.    Packages  at  .SI. 00.  5()c.  and  25c. 
To  kill  lice  and  mites,  destroy  germs  and  prevent  disease,  use  Pratts  Poultry  Disinfectant. 
Quarts  35c.,  gallon  cans  $1.U0.  Pratts  Powdered  Lice  Killer  in  sifter  top  cans  at  50c.  and  25c. 

PRATT  FOOD  COMPANY  PHILADELPHIA 


CHICAGO 


TORONTO 


Important  to  Show  Secretaries  .  —  Beginning  with  the  October  issue  we  will  pub- 
lish our  list  of  shows  lo  occur  regularly  through  the  sliow  season.    Send  us  your  dates 


ONE  PRICE  TO  ALL 
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ONE  YEAR  25  CENTS 
FIVE  YEARS  TO  ONE  ADDRESS  $I.OO 
ONE  YEAR  TO  FIVE  ADDRESSES  I.OO 

IN  CANADA,  40  CENTS  A  YEAR;  THREE  YEARS,  $  I  .CO 
IN  OTHER  COUNTRIES,  50  CENTS  A  YEAR 


We  have  never  cut  prices  on  the  "everybody's  doing  it  '  principle 
but  since  as  a  result  of  that  practice,  a  general  selling  price  oj 
monthly  poultry  papers  has  been  made  by  our  competitors,  we  adopt 
that  as  our  regular  price,  matching  the  zig-zag  cut  that  discriminates 
against  your  best  patrons  writh  a  horizontal  cut  that  makes  the  price 
the  same  to  all. 


A  Popular  Subscription  Campaign 

Although  the  above  announcement  of  price  and  terms  was  first  made  only 
a  month  ago,  the  returns  already  show  that  poultry  keepers  approve  the 
policy  of  one  price  to  all,  that  many  subscribers  prefer  to  take  out  five  year 
subscriptions,  and  that  many  are  disposed  to  do  missionary  work  among 
their  friends  and  neighbors  by  getting  a  club  of  five  or  more  subscribers. 
For  the  assistance  of  those  forming  such  clubs  we  give  here 

A  Few  Facts  About  Farm-Poultry 

FARM'POULTRY  is  published  for  three  classes  of  readers: 

(a)  For  all  people  interested  in  poultry  in  New  England  and  adja- 

cent territory. 

(b)  For  those  everywhere  who  want  to  be  kept  posted  on  develop- 

ments in  poultry  culture  in  this  area,  which  ia  the  most  ad- 
vanced poultry  section  in  the  world. 

(c)  For  students  of  poultry  matters  who  want  competent  criticism  of 

all  matters  of  general  interest  in  poultry  culture. 

FARM  =  POULTRY  is  pre-eminently  the  organ  of  stable  and  permanent 
poultry  interests.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest  poultry  papers  in  the  Fnited 
States,  and  has  a  longer  record  of  uninterrupted  prestige  and  influence 
than  any  other  poultry  paper.  One  of  its  long  time  advertisers  said 
of  it  recently:    "  Farm-Poultry  is  an  institution." 

FARM=POULTRY  is  the  only  paper  in  New  England  devoted  wholly  to 
poultry  interests  and  to  all  interests  of  poultry  keepers. 

FARM-POULTRY  is  "  a  poultryman'x  paper  for  poidtry  Lceiiers."  Its  editor 
was  a  skilled  poultryman  and  breeder  before  he  engaged  in  poultry 
journalism,  has  always  kept  poultry  enough  to  keep  his  hand  in,  and 
is  at  the  present  time  actively  engaged  on  one  of  the  largest  commer- 
cial plants  in  New  Kngland. 

FARM=POULTRY  is  the  only  poultry  paper  published  that  is  edited  as  a 
journal  giving  technical  information  should  be,  suppressing  matter  of 
no  importance  or  value  and  keeping  its  readers  advised  of  the  merits 
of  every  matter  worth  their  attention. 

Let  Us  Get  Together! 

We  welcome  support  from  everywhere,  but  we  want  most  of  all  the  united 
support  of  poultry  interests  in  our  home  territory.  We  need  this,  and  poul- 
try interests  here  need  to  co-operate  to  secure  from  their  home  paper  the 
be.-^t  that  it  can  do  for  them. 

Make  P.  O.  Orders  and  Checks  Payable  to 

FARM-POULTRY  PUB.  CO,  39  Sudbury  St,  BOSTON,  MASS. 
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September,  1915 

would  make  a  specialty  of  selling  birds 
by  the  score  and  such  supplementary  descrip- 
tion us  in  each  case  was  necessary,  to  all  who 
wanted  to  buy  that  way. 

I  know  all  the  objections  that  can  be 
made  to  doing  this,  but  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced that  the  advantages  outweigh  the 
objections.  Those  who  are  in  the  busi- 
ness merely  for  fancy  afid  for  fun  will  not 
heed  such  advice,  but  those  who  could 
handle  more  business  than  they  have, 
and  who  want  all  that  they  can  get  will 
find  it  worth  while  to  give  the  possibilities 
of  developing  trade  in  this  way  most  seri- 
ous attention. 


View  on  Austin's  Goose  Fattening  Farm,  Mansfield,  Mass. 


THE  ANCIENT  HISTORY  OF 
COMPARISON  JUDGING 

(  (  '"p'lIE  efforts  some  of  our  old  friends 
J_  are  making  in  print  at  the  pres- 
ent time  to  bring  back  the  score 
card  system  of  judging,  will  prove  futile 
as  far  as  eastern  shows  are  concerned. 
The  score  card  saw  its  finish  at  New  York 
over  twenty  years  ago. 

"  For  the  benefit  of  the  well  meaning 
champions  of  the  score  card,  we  reprint 
a  letter  below,  written  by  Henry  V.  Craw- 
ford, secretary  of  the  Madison  Square 
Garden  show,  in  answer  to  one  received 
from  F.  E.  Dawley,  secretary  of  the  New 
York  Poultry  "  (?)  "  who  requested  that 
the  judges  score  the  winning  birds,  and 
also  recommended  that  any  exhibitor 
may,  after  the  awards  are  made,  request 
the  judge  to  score  the  birds."  ***  Mr. 
Crawford's  historic  reply  was  ***  'Y"our 
remarkable  combination  letter  to  hand ; 
contents  fully  noted.  There  will  be  no 
SCORE  CARDS  of  any  kind  used  at  the 
coming  New  York  show.  "While  we  are 
anxious  for  the  success  of  our  association 
we  will  not  jeopardize  our  chances  by  a 
return  to  what  your  letter  suggests. 
Chicago  and  all  recent  score  card  shows 
have  convinced  me  that  comparison  judg- 
ing is  the  proper  method.  From  the 
present  outlook  we  will  have  the  largest 
and  greatest  show  ever  held  in  New  York 
or  in  the  United  States.'  *  *  *  What 
was  the  result?  The  fifth  annual  exhi- 
bition of  the  New  Y^ork  Poultry  and 
Pigeon  Association  proved  a  tremendous 
success,  etc.,  etc."—.].  H.  Drevenstedt, 
in  American  Fancier. 

Rats! 

I  have  all  the  catalogues  for  the  New 
York  (Madison  Square  Garden)  show  ex- 
cept the  first  (18!)0).    The  1891  show  was 


a  score  card  show,  and  was  the  last  by 
that  method.  The  total  of  single  entries 
of  fowls  in  ISin  was  ],70i.'.  In  1802,  the 
first  comparison  show,  it  was  1304.  In 
1894,  the  show  referred  to  by  Mr.  Dreven- 
stedt,  it  was  1696  —  six  less  than  the  last 
score  card  show. 

I  don't  care  any  more  about  a  score 
card  than  Mr.  Drevenstedt  does.  I  can 
find  as  much  to  criticise  in  score  card 
judging  as  he  can.  I  can  also  find  just 
as  much  to  criticise  in  comparison  judg- 
ing (not  excepting  his  judging)  which 
apparently  he  cannot.  But  that  isn't  the 
question.  The  question  is  what  the  ex- 
hibitors want  and  what  will  help  business 
for  them.  As  a  real  true  "  fancier  "  (on 
paper)  Mr.  Drevenstedt  may  deplore  any 
reference  to  the  commercial  aspects  of 
the  case,  and  lament  the  good  old  days, 
which  really  dififered  from  the  present 
only  in  that  the  commercial  developments 
were  in  the  early  stages,  few  fanciers  hav- 
ing developed  their  business  in  "  fancy  " 
poultry  to  the  point  where  they  were 
warranted  in  making  it  their  exclusive 
business. 

Also  it  may  not  be  out  of  order  to  re- 
mind Mr.  Drevenstedt  that  score  card 
judging  not  only  is  much  more  generally 
practiced  than  he  seems  willing  to  admit, 
but  that  it  is  the  method  most  approved 
by  the  American  Poultry  Association. 

Indeed,  it  is  rather  absurd  for  anyone 
to  assert  that  ' '  the  score  card  saw  its 
finish  at  New  York  over  twenty  years 
ago,"  when  the  facts  as  to  the  status  of 
score  card  judging  are  what  they  are. 

In  another  paragraph  in  the  Fancier, 
Mr.  Drevenstedt  says:  "A  score  card  is 
no  longer  an  asset  to  breeder- advertisers, 
as  experienced  poultry  fanciers  do  not 
buy  exhibition  or  breeding  stock  on  a 
score  card  valuation."  This,  again,  is  an 
avoidance  of  the  issue.    It  is  not  the  ex- 


perienced fancier's  attitude  that  is  unde- 
consideration.  It  is  the  attitude  of  the 
buyers  of  the  ordinary  run  of  exhibition 
and  breeding  stock,  a  large  proportion  of 
whom  are  beginners. 

If  I  were  breeding  and  selling  Standard 
stock  today,  and  wanted  to  build  up  as 
large  and  profitable  a  trade  as  possible,  I 


New  York  State  Branch  Meets 
at  Syracuse 

A  meeting  of  the  New  York  State 
Branch  of  the  American  Poultry  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  at  the  State  Fair  at  Syra- 
cuse at  2  P.  M.  Wednesday,  September 
lith.  All  members  are  urged  to  be 
present,  and  all  persons  interested  in 
poultry  are  invited. 

L.  D.  HowEi.i,,  Sec'y. 


Safest  and  Best  for  Incubators  and  Brooders 

COMMONWEALTH  SAFETY  OIL 

You  Can  Run  Your  WHOLE  HATCH  With  it  Witliout  Trimming  a  WiGl( 

IT  ALSO  HAS  NO  EQUAL  FOR  HOUSE  LAMPS  AND  OIL  STOVES 

WRITE  FOR  PRICES 

JENNEY  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  8  India  St.  and  146  Milk  St.,  BOSTON,  MASS. 


THE  BEST  OF  ALL 

BROCKTON  FAIR 

Poultry  Bnd  Pigeon  Show 

OCTOBER  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  1915. 

Low  Entry  Fees,  Large  Money  Prizes 
Extra  Awards  in  Gold  on  All  Varieties 

ENTRIES  CLOSE  SEND  FOR 

SEPTEMBER  20,  1915       PREMIUM  LIST  NOW. 

F.  W.  ROGERS,  Secretary, 
Montello  Station,         .  -  Brockton,  Mass. 


Fiske's  White  Leghorns 

2000  YEARLING  HENS  AT  90c.  EACH 

My  Sintrie  Comb  White  Lc  afhoi  ns  are  noted  for  size,  stamina,  and  as  l:iy<Ts  of  la rt-e  white  pbks. 
I  iiave  two  tliousand  yearlincs  weiKliiiiK  4  1-''  to  ti  lbs.  each  that  I  will  sell  in  any  number  desired 
at  ninety  cents  each.  Order  at  once.  If  you  are  not  ready  to  takfl  them  now,  make  a  deposit  and  I 
will  ship  when  you  are  ready.  _ 

HARLO  J.  FISKE,  Box  6,  West  Springfield,  Mass. 


New 

Standard  of  Perfectiom 

The  revised,  1915,  Staiulanl  of  PerfecUoii  is  now  on  sale. 
The  first  edition  is  5,000  copies.  When  this  is  exhansted 
a  .second  edition  of  20,000  copies  will  be  published  with 
corrections  as  reported  by  those  buying  the  first  edition. 
Readers  who  need  the  book  for  the  fall  and  earlj-  winter 
shows  should  order  at  once.  Those  whose  need  is  not 
so  urgent  are  advised  to  wait  for  the  corrected  edition. 


PRICE 


CLOTH  BOUND,  $2.00 
LEATHER   BOUND,  $2.50 

FARM -POULTRY   PUBLISHING  CO., 

39  SUDBURY  STREET,  -  BOSTON,  MASS. 


Goose  Pickers  at  Work  at  Austin's  Farm 


